
ORDER OF SERVICE (In the Church)  
A Thanksgiving Service for the Life of 

___________________ 

 

Introductory rites   

Eulogy (may be delivered either 

here or after the Lord’s Prayer.) 
  

Entrance Hymn/Music (optional)*   

Opening Prayer   

Liturgy of the Word Readings  

       First Reading  Read by: 

       Responsorial Psalm  

 

 Read by: 

       Second Reading*  Read by:  

       Gospel Acclamation  Continued by the Same 

Reader 

       Gospel  Read by the celebrant 

       Homily   

       Intercessions  Read by:  

The Lord’s Prayer   

Eulogy (Eulogy Traditionally 

Delivered Here) 

 By: 

Poem or Anything additional 

(optional)* 

 Read by:  

Final Commendation    

Recessional Hymn/Music*   

Procession to the Place of 

Committal 

  

*Optional           

 
 
 
 
 



 
Guidelines 
Introductory Rites  
(Includes: Organ Music*, Reception of the coffin, Procession, welcome and introduction, 
opening hymn*) 
 
Liturgy of the Word                                                                                                 
Readings and hymns are selected by the family, and the readings are proclaimed by family 
members or friends.  
 
Gospel – Proclaimed by the Celebrant 
Homily 
 
General Intercessions (Prayer of the Faithful)  
Read by family members or friends. A standard set of five prayers is available, or you are 
welcome to prepare your own. 
 
Eulogy (Family Tribute)  
A family tribute or eulogy may be given after Holy Communion. Please limit this to 15 
minutes. If you wish, a short poem or additional tribute may also be included at this point.  
 
Notes 

• Please choose your music and discuss your selections with your funeral director/or 
hymns with the organist. 

• Once you have completed your selection of readings and hymns, please return the first 
page to the funeral directors to make arrangements for printing the Order of Service.  

• Flowers are welcome. 

• If you require an organist, please contact Amanda at 
amanda_buchan2002@hotmail.com. 

• The Service is expected to last no longer than one hour. The committal service at the 
crematorium or cemetery normally takes no longer than 15 minutes. 

• The readings and hymns may be printed in the Order of Service for the congregation 
to follow. 

• If you are unable to read any of the readings or prayers you have selected, please let 
the priest know in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made. 

 
To arrange a date: Please contact office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 
To prepare Order of Service please contact: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 
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