A Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of

at Crematorium Chapel

(When no other Liturgy has taken place)

Entrance Music

Introductory Rites

Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Reading: Read by:
Responsorial Psalm Psalm: Read by:
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

Homily/Eulogy

General Intercessions Read by:

The Lord’s Prayer

Final Commendation

Concluding Rite

Recessional Music




Guidelines
Introductory Rites (Includes: Entrance Music, Reception of the coffin and Procession)

Liturgy of the Word

The readings (including the Gospel) are selected by the family. The readings are proclaimed
by family members or friends. The readings provided below are examples; please replace
them with your own selections.

Gospel — Proclaimed by the Celebrant
Homily/Homily

General Intercessions (Prayer of the Faithful)
Read by family members or friends. A standard set of five prayers is available, or you are
welcome to prepare your own.

Eulogy

Please provide the priest with an A4 page containing details about the deceased, which he
may incorporate into the homily. As there is a strict time schedule at the crematorium, it is
not possible to have a lengthy eulogy. Please discuss this with the priest in advance.

Notes

e Please choose your music and discuss your selections with your funeral director.

e Once you have selected the readings, please return the first page to the funeral
directors so they can arrange the printing of the Order of Service (if you intend to have
one printed).

e The allotted time for the service is 30 minutes

e If you are unable to read any of the readings or prayers you have selected, please let
the priest know in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made.

To arrange a date: Please contact office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

To prepare Order of Service please contact: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk



mailto:office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Order of Service (Sample)

Entrance Music
Introductory rites
Opening Prayer

Presider: O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong, hear our prayers on behalf of your
servant Theresa, whom you have called out of this world; and because she put her hope and
trust in you, command that she be carried safely home to heaven and come to enjoy your
eternal reward. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading

A reading from the book of Isaiah 35:6-9

Then the lame shall leap like a stag, and the mute tongue sing for joy. For waters will burst
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the Arabah. The burning sands will become pools, and
the thirsty ground, springs of water; The abode where jackals crouch will be a marsh for the
reed and papyrus.

A highway will be there, called the holy way; No one unclean may pass over it, but it will be
for his people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray on it. No lion shall be there, nor any
beast of prey approach, nor be found. But there the redeemed shall walk.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 22/23)
Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my drooping spirit. Response

He guides me along the right path;



he is true to his name.

If | should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. Response

You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. Response

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell

for ever and ever. Response

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. Everyone who believes in me shall never die.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 14:1-6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told
you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. And you know the way to
where | am going.” Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me’

The gospel of the Lord.

Homily/Eulogy

General Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Final Commendation
Concluding Rite
Recessional Music



