m Holy Angels R C Church
& Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,
(W WA150OHF

17t Sunday in Ordinary Time, 26th July 2026 Year A
Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 25" July — Sunday 2" August)

Saturday 6.00pm(Vigil) Parishioners
Sunday 8.30am Natasha Gee RIP

10.30am Private Intention (J)
Monday  9.30am For those far from home
Tuesday  9.30am Private Intention (M)
Wednesday7.00pm Ss Mary, Martha and Maria Guirro & Lucia

Lazarus Sartory
Thursday 9.30am Geraldine Collins Intentions
Friday 7.00pm St Ignatius of Loyola The Williams Family
Saturday 10.00am St Alphonsus Mary Liguori For carers and residents of
care homes

6.00pm (Vigil) The Reed Family
Sunday  8.30am 18" Sunday in Ordinary Time Parishioners

10.30am Pro-Life

1.00pm Baptism

Churches Together in Hale; Worship for a Summer Evening: During August
the summer evenings provide a good opportunity for the seven local ‘Churches
Together’ congregations to come together in a celebration of Christian unity.
There will be a series of short services in different styles on Sunday evenings at
6.30pm:

Sunday 2nd August - Altrincham Baptist Church, Hale Road;

Sunday 9th August - United Reformed Church, Ashley Rd/Cecil Rd, Hale;
Sunday 16th August — The Vine Methodist Church, Hale Rd;

Sunday 23rd August — All Saints Church of England, Hale Rd, Hale Barns;
Sunday 30th August — Holy Angels Catholic Church, Hale Barns

Lourdes Prayer Petitions: If you would like a prayer petition to be taken on the
pilgrimage, please write it clearly and leave it in the folder at the back of church.
DO NOQT leave any money. The folder will be collected on Wednesday 29th July.




Finding Treasure, Finding Life: There is a special joy in discovering something
precious. Think of the joy of finding something we thought we had lost,
receiving a gift we never expected, or suddenly realising the value of something
that had been right in front of us all along. Some discoveries can change the
direction of our lives, giving us new hope, new purpose, and a new way of
seeing the world around us. We all spend our lives searching—for happiness,
security, success, love, recognition, and peace. There is nothing wrong with
these desires. But Jesus invites us to look deeper. He tells us that the greatest
treasure is not something we create or earn, but something we discover. In the
Gospel, Jesus offers two short parables. A man discovers treasure hidden in a
field, while a merchant finds a pearl of immense value. In both cases their
response is the same: they joyfully sell everything they possess to buy what
they have discovered, because the treasure is worth more than everything else,
they own. When we discover something truly valuable, the sacrifice we make
no longer feels like a loss; instead, it becomes a joyful exchange. In the first
reading, Solomon is given an extraordinary opportunity when God says, "Ask
what | should give you." Solomon could have asked for wealth, military power,
a long life, or victory over his enemies. Instead, he asks for an understanding
heart and the wisdom to discern between good and evil. God is delighted with
Solomon's request because he desires not simply gifts from God, but God's own
way of seeing. He understands that if he possesses God's wisdom, everything
else will find its proper place. Today's liturgy invites each of us to ask one simple
question: Where is my treasure? What we value most will guide our choices,
shape how we use our time and energy, and influence the people we become.
In a few moments, we will come forward to receive the Eucharist. Hidden
beneath the ordinary appearance of bread and wine is the greatest treasure
this world has ever known: Jesus Christ himself, who gives himself to us as the
source of our life and the fulfilment of our deepest longing. May God give us
the wisdom of Solomon to recognise this treasure, the faith to receive it with
joy, and the courage to place it at the centre of our lives.

Church Clean: The next clean is on Monday 3™ August from 10.15am (after
9.30am Mass). Thank you to everyone who regularly helps to keep our church
clean and tidy. More helping hands are always welcome. Whether you can
spare some time for a one-off clean or are able to help more regularly, your
support is greatly appreciated.




Churches Together in Hale - Service at Holy Angels: On Sunday 30 August,
6.30pm, we will host a service as one of the annual joint services in August.
After the service there will be refreshments so if you are willing to volunteer to
serve tea/coffee please can you contact the parish office or speak to Fr Mathew.

Book Club: The next meeting is on Monday 10" August in the Parish Hall at
6:30pm where we will discuss ‘A Month in the Country’ by J L Parr. All are
welcome.

September 14™: ‘The Lost Book Shop’ by Evie Woods

Summer Break - Sunday Post-Mass Coffee & Tuesday ‘Coffee and Chat’: Please
note the final Sunday tea/coffee after 10.30am Mass is this week, 26" July and
the final ‘Coffee and Chat’ is next Tuesday 28 July. Normal service will resume
on Sunday 6 September and Tuesday 1% September.

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who serve these refreshments.

March for Life UK: Saturday 5th Sept in London for the annual march, the 'Pro-
life Family Summit' and ‘'Youth Summit'. Visit marchforlife.co.uk or
email info@marchforlife.co.uk. For a coach from Hale Barns, High Legh or
Sandbach please contact Gerry on 07990 970103
or g.c.mcgettigan@gmail.com

Baptisms: Last week we welcomed Demilade, Oludare, Ayodele and Reuben
into the family of God in the Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep them and their
families in your prayers.

Revised Saturday Devotions: 9:00am — Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions), 9:40 am — Rosary, 10:00 am
— Holy Mass. The Mass will conclude with the Angelus.

Please note that from 5:00pm to 6:30pm, the church car park is reserved
exclusively for those attending vigil Mass. During this period, we have decided
not to accept any hall bookings. We continue to experience problems with non-
parishioners using the car park. We are looking for effective ways to discourage
this. If you have any suggestions, please speak to Fr Mathew.

Wednesdays, 6:30—6:50pm are also available for Confessions. Confessions will
be heard in the confessional. To assist those who are unable to kneel, we have
replaced the kneeler with a chair.

RCIA Programme: All adults who wish to be baptised or received are
encouraged to attend Mass and make themselves known to Fr Mathew.
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Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please
return via the presbytery letter box. We encourage payment to be made via the
‘tap and go’ machine at the back of church, ‘Mass Intentions’ category, as it can
also be gift-aided if relevant to you.

Please note Mass Intention names are not read out at weekend Masses.
Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.

Please pray for the Sick: Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our
parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and
maintenance of our Parish.

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £908.53; Online £125.00
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.
Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

N.B. NO Tea/Coffee after 10.30am Mass during August
Saturdays: Exposition & Sacrament of Reconciliation 9.00am; Rosary 9.40am
Wednesdays: Sacrament of Reconciliation 6.30pm-6.50pm
Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Clergy: Fr Mathew

Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish
PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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