
Holy Angels R C Church 
Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,                                         

WA15 0HF                                       
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, 17th May 2026 Year A 
 

 

 

 

PARISH INTERNATIONAL MASS – Pentecost Sunday, 24th May at 10:30am.  
We especially invite members of all international communities to take part in 
this special celebration of the diverse nationalities and cultures of our parish. 
Please feel free to invite family and friends.  

HYMNS: If your community would like to sing a hymn in a different language 
please speak to Marie, our choir leader.  

DECORATION: Please feel free to bring flags or emblems of your country. 

FOOD: Please bring a flavour of your country through snacks or finger foods to 
share at a time of fellowship with others in the parish hall after the Mass.  

CLOTHING: Please celebrate your heritage by wearing traditional dress at Mass. 

VOLUNTEER: Volunteers are needed to prepare the hall and serve refreshments 
so please sign up at the back of church if you able to help.  

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 16th – Sunday 24th May) 

Saturday         6.00pm (Vigil)                                      Special Celebration Ints 
Sunday 8.30am                                                   Parishioners 
 10.30am  William & Nancy Fox RIP 

Monday 9.30am  Br William Ligouri Gillespie RIP 

Tuesday 9.30am St Milburga Sean Dwyer RIP & the Dwyer Family 

 3.30pm  First Holy Communion Rehearsal 
Wednesday 7.00pm   Christopher McParlin RIP 
Thursday 9.30am The Dedication of  

The Cathedral 
Franjo Kovačić RIP 

Friday 7.00pm   

Saturday 10.00am  Patricia Fehily 
 6.00pm (Vigil)                                     Maureen Pickup 
Sunday 8.30am Pentecost Sunday Parishioners 

 10.30am   



Jesus’ Prayer and Ours: As we celebrate the Seventh Sunday of Easter, we find 
ourselves between two important events of our faith: the Ascension of the 
Lord, celebrated on Thursday, and Pentecost, which we will celebrate next 
Sunday. After Jesus’ return to the Father, the disciples wait in hope for the 
fulfilment of His promise — the gift of the Holy Spirit. At this moment, the 
Church invites us to reflect on Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer” and what it means 
for our lives today. One of the most sacred moments in the Old Testament was 
the entrance of the High Priest into the Holy of Holies, where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest 
entered the innermost sanctuary of the Temple to offer sacrifice and pray for 
the sins of the people. This sacred act symbolized mediation between God and 
humanity and pointed forward to its fulfilment in Jesus Christ, our eternal High 
Priest. In today’s Gospel, before His passion and crucifixion, Jesus offers His 
High Priestly Prayer to the Father. Unlike the priests of the Old Testament, Jesus 
becomes both Priest and Sacrifice. What the priests once did symbolically in 
the Temple, Jesus fulfils perfectly through His life, death, resurrection, and 
eternal intercession. The High Priest of the Old Testament prayed for himself, 
for the priests who shared in his ministry, and for the people .  Jesus’ prayer 
begins by addressing the Father, then continues with prayers for His disciples 
and for all who will believe in Him. He lifts His eyes to heaven and prays for 
glory, unity, protection, truth, and love. In doing so, He teaches us what our 
own prayer can become. So often, our prayer becomes only a list of anxieties, 
tasks, and requests. Yet Jesus teaches us first to turn our gaze toward the Father. 
Christian prayer is not merely about asking for help; it is communion with God. 
We are invited to begin prayer by focusing on God rather than our concerns, to 
carry others in intercession, to seek holiness and truth, to pray for unity in our 
families, the Church, and the world, and to remain quietly before God long 
enough to receive His love. Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer is not simply words 
spoken long ago. Even now, Christ continues to pray for us and draw us into the 
love He shares with the Father. 

Thank You to all those who contributed to the Confirmation Mass and 
celebration. The whole event has been described by those in the congregation 
as moving and uplifting. For delivering the programme, culminating in the 
Confirmation Mass, we give special thanks to our 2 catechists, Shelley and 
Rebecca, to our organist and helper Amanda and to the choir.  For the enjoyable 
celebration we thank our volunteer parishioners and the candidates’ parents 
for their support and generosity of food, especially Louise Quinn who did a 
marvellous job of co-ordinating the celebration.     



Collection for World Communications Day: Sunday 17th May. The theme this 
year is ‘Preserving Human Voices and Faces’. In today’s communication 
ecosystems technology influences interactions more than ever before – from 
algorithms curating news feeds to AI authoring entire texts and conversations. 
Pope Leo XIV highlights the importance of ensuring that technological 
innovation, particularly AI, serves the human person rather than replacing or 
diminishing human dignity. You can read more of Pope Leo’s message here: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-leos-message-for-world-communications-
day-2026/. Donations can also be made via the parish QR code or the ‘tap & go’ 
machine at the back of church. 

Holy Hour for Pentecost:  ‘…and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.’  Sunday 24th May, 7pm at St Benedict’s, Handforth, SK9 3AD.  Worship, 
music and scripture. Followed by refreshments in the hall. All welcome. 

Church Cleaning will take place on 1st June at 10.15am (after 9.30am Mass). All 
help is greatly appreciated so please do come along. Thank you. 

Holy Water Fonts: Thank you to Jacqui Loughrey who is now kindly taking care 
of the stoups. 

Screening of ‘Gosnell: The Trial of America’s Biggest Serial Killer’. This Sunday 
17th May, 6.30pm, in the Parish Hall. Hosted by Sale & Altrincham branch of 
SPUC. The film is a drama based on the police investigation and trial of Kermit 
Gosnell, a doctor and abortion provider who was convicted of murder.  Drinks 
and snacks provided. All welcome! 

Relics of St Gerard Majella: To mark St Gerard's 300th anniversary his relics will 
be at four locations across the Diocese during the last week of May; the 
Cathedral, Chester, New Brighton, and 
Stockport. St Gerard is invoked as the patron of 
mothers, couples trying to conceive, those 
looking for work and making a good confession. 
See the poster for details.  

Diocesan Mass For Marriage: Saturday 13th 
June, at 12 noon, Saint Columba’s, Chester, for 
those celebrating a significant wedding 
anniversary in 2026. By invitation only, issued 
through parishes, so please contact the parish 
office by Wednesday 20th May, stating names, 
address and significant anniversary.  

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

ANNUAL PARISH BBQ 

 

SUNDAY 28 JUNE AT 

11.30 AM 

ALL WELCOME 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-leos-message-for-world-communications-day-2026/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-leos-message-for-world-communications-day-2026/


Catholic Women’s League-Altrincham Section: Monday 18th May, 7.00pm at 
St. Joseph's P.C. There will be information about the future Branch and National 
events taking place in the next few months. After refreshments Nicola Kenrick, 
from South Trafford Foodbank, will talk about how Food Banks help people. 

Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitality Day of Reflection: Saturday 23rd May at 
Shrewsbury Cathedral Chapter House. All Hospitality members and their guests 
are welcome. Please confirm to secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk. 

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please 
return via the presbytery letter box. Please note Mass Intention names are not 
read out at weekend Masses. 

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please 
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please 
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.  

Please pray for the Sick: Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria, Peter Whelan. 
 

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our 

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and 

maintenance of our Parish.  

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £715.87; Online  £95.00 

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish. 

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses. 

Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request. 

Clergy: Fr Mathew         Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries: 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm:  Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784 

Or Email:  office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla   rkiedish@hotmail.com 

Readings for Next Sunday: www.wednesdayword.org/parish 

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/ 

Local Missionary Area: Altrincham 

Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025 
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