Holy Angels R C Church
& Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,
(W WA150HF

Easter Sunday, 5th April 2026 Year A
Mass Times & Intentions (Thursday 2nd — Sunday 12th April)

Saturday  7.30pm  Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil) Pro-life
First Mass of Easter

Sunday 8.30am Easter Sunday Ram Sharma

10.30am Parishioners
Monday  *10.00am Easter Monday Jodo de Deus RIP &
*Please note the change of Mass time Pierina Guirro RIP
Tuesday 9.30am Gary Connolly RIP
Wednesday 7.00pm Stella O’Connor RIP
Thursday 9.30am
Friday 7.00pm
Saturday  10.00am

6.00pm Parishioners

Sunday 8.30am  Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday
10.30am
12noon Baptism

Warm Welcome to the Triduum Services: A warm welcome to all families,
friends, and visitors attending this year’s Triduum Services. We wish you all a
happy, relaxed, and grace-filled Easter season ahead.

Thank You: A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped prepare the church:
our cleaners, musicians, flower arrangers, ministers, readers, servers,
gardeners, those who take Communion to the sick and housebound, and all
who support the parish so generously in so many ways. Your kindness and
dedication are truly appreciated.

Prayer for the Sick and Housebound: Please remember the housebound and
the sick in your prayers. Though they cannot be physically present here, they
are very much part of our parish life, praying each day for all of us.



Christ as Mother: | always wondered why it was that John’s Gospel has the
resurrected Jesus first appear to Mary Magdalene, with her mistaking him for
a gardener. John's gospel is also the only one to specify Jesus’s tomb being in a
garden near the place of his crucifixion. How does John develop our
understanding of Jesus’s resurrection using this garden imagery? It turns out
that Mary Magdalene’s image of Jesus as gardener has made an impact on the
imagination of humanity, with references to this imagery scattered over
literature, music and theology. Tchaikovsky’s Christmas anthem, “The Crown of
Roses” uses the words of Stoddard’s poem, “Roses and Thorns”, which
describes Jesus as a child, caring for a small garden filled with roses. A troop of
children comes and make a crown of thorns for his head from said garden,
leaving rose-red drops of blood on his forehead. Inspired by her vivid
revelations of Jesus’s passion. Julian of Norwich, a 14™" century mystic, identifies
Jesus as a gardener repairing and watering the earth with his healing blood.
This is what makes Holy Week so poignant; through pain and blood, Jesus offers
redemption from the fall committed in the very first garden, the garden of
Eden.

Julian of Norwich, however, goes further. After witnessing the visions of Jesus’s
death, she parallels the suffering of Jesus with that of a mother. Through labour,
toil, bleeding and suffering comes new life, new hope, a new beginning. Jesus
gives birth to the new life we give thanks for every Easter. It is not that Jesus
acts like an earthly, human mother, but rather that mothers at their most
maternal share Christ-like characteristics. “As truly as God is our Father”, she
says, “so truly is God our mother.” Through his motherly, inexhaustible care and
self-sacrifice, Jesus gives us life. As our father, as our mother, he knows us
deeply and calls us by name. “Mary”, he said, “Rabboni!”, she replied. Sin and
evil, especially in light of today’s world, carries an overwhelming burden on our
hearts and minds. But Easter reminds us that we should never give sin the
power of making us forget Jesus’s sacrifice! The joy of salvation his sacrifice
brings far outweighs the sadness of sin. In the words of Julian, “all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well.” Emilia, Theology student at Oxford.

Day Of Divine Mercy: Sunday 12th April at Holy Angels. Church will be open
from 1.30pm with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions from
2.00pm. The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be read at 3pm and the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass will be celebrated at 3.30pm. You are invited to recite the 9-day
Novena Prayers and Chaplet from Good Friday. Copies are at the back of church
or visit https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena



https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026: The Pilgrimage Team are very pleased to
announce that bookings are now open for our 75" Anniversary Pilgrimage to
Lourdes. By coach 30 July to 7 August and by air 31 July to 6 August. Brochures
are on the pilgrimage website www.shrewsburypilgrimage.co.uk along with a
link to the new online booking system.

Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitality Members Focus Group: Tuesday 21 April,
7.00pm at St Columba's, Plas Newton Lane, Chester CH2 1PL. Open to all
Hospitality members. Fr Sean Henry, Chaplain to the Hospitality, will join
us. Please confirm by emailing secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk

Parish walking group - First Walk at Midday on Sunday 26th April after 10.30am
Mass. This will be around four or five miles maximum (about 2 - 2.5 hours),
starting from and finishing at Holy Angels, with an optional drink in the Bulls
Head afterwards! The route will not be difficult but have good shoes,
waterproofs (weather dependant) and a packed lunch and drink. Further info
or to join please email jameswillmott40@googlemail.com

Romulus Singers’ cream tea concert “My Heart’s Friend” : Sunday 26th April,
3pm in the parish hall. A return of the cream tea with music to feed your soul!
To ensure a place at this popular event please book in advance via
https://www.romulus-singers.co.uk/myheartsfriend or call 07531 266 443
(Steve). Concert profits are shared with the parish. All welcome!

Thank You From City Streets: Mark Mclaughlin, who runs City Streets, a
volunteer group that distributes warm clothing, sleepings bags and living
essentials to the homeless on the streets of Manchester City Centre, writes: “I
would like to take this opportunity to say a massive ‘thank you’ to the
parishioners of Holy Angels, Hale Barns for your extraordinary and
overwhelming generosity in donating so many items for us to pass on to our
homeless friends in Manchester. We were unaware that you had arranged this
collection for us, so it came as a big surprise and a huge blessing. We cannot
thank you enough. Special thanks to Frank Elder, for kindly delivering the
donation to us. Warmest wishes, Mark”.

Book Club: The next meeting is on Monday 13th April in the Parish Hall at
6:30pm where we will discuss ‘The Threads of Life’ by Clare Hunter. All are
welcome. Book for May 11™: The Penguin Lessons by Tom Michell

Two Vacancies: Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team need a Team Member and a
Programme Coordinator. Details are on the Diocesan website. If interested
send cv, with covering letter, to Pauline McCulloch
at recruitment@dioceseofshrewsbury.org . Closing date Friday 29th April.
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Spring Ceilidh: 96 people thoroughly enjoyed this
event, dancing the evening away. A supper of baked
potatoes with a choice of fillings was served in the
interval and a raffle raised £515 for CAFOD. Grateful
thanks to the HopGoblin Ceilidh Band, to all those who
provided prizes for the Raffle and to those who worked
so hard to organise this night. Lastly thank you all for your support.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.

Please pray for the Sick: Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.

Recently Deceased - (Mary) Patricia Fehily RIP: Patricia passed away peacefully
this week. Please remember her and her grieving family in your prayers.

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and

maintenance of our Parish.

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £621.07 ; Online £170.00
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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