m Holy Angels R C Church
& Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,
(W WA150HF

Fourth Sunday of Easter, 26th April 2026 Year A

DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 25 April — Sunday 3™ May)

Saturday  6.00pm (Vigil) Patricia Winters RIP
Sunday 8.30am Parishioners
10.30am Delia Freeman RIP
Monday 9.30am Stephen Larkin RIP & family

Tuesday *11.30am Requiem Mass for (Mary) Patricia Fehily
Wednesday 7.00pm St Catherine of Siena  Eddie Malley RIP & Family

Thursday  **9.15am Barbara’s Intentions
Friday 7.00pm Joe & John Nono RIP & family
Saturday  10.00am St Athanasius Buchan Family Intentions
6.00pm (Vigil) Parishioners
Sunday 8.30am  Fifth Sunday of Easter Pro-life
10.30am Miroslaw & Halina Kwiatkowski RIP

* NO 9.30am Morning Mass due to requiem Mass
** School Mass, parishioners welcome

Parish Celebration Masses (parishioners welcome)

Confirmation Mass with Bishop Mark is on Friday 8™ May at 7.00pm.

First Holy Communion Mass for parish children attending St Vincent’s School
will be on Sunday 10" May at 10.30am.

International Mass will take place on 24th May 10.30am, Pentecost Sunday.
Please see later notice re help and offerings.

Pastoral Letter from Bishop Mark: A pastoral letter from Bishop Mark will be
read at all Masses this weekend and copies are available at the back of church.

White Flower Appeal: The SPUC annual appeal is this weekend. Please be as
generous as you can to help SPUC defend unborn babies and their mothers.

Romulus Singers’ cream tea concert “My Heart’s Friend” : This Sunday 26th
April, 3pm in the parish hall. To check last minute availability call 07531 266443
(Steve).



Beyond the Pastures: During this season, as we walk through farming areas and
the countryside, we often see lambs and sheep grazing on hills and in valleys,
yet we rarely see the shepherds. In the Middle East or in places like the Thar
Desert, however, the reality is quite different—there, shepherds remain
constantly with their flocks. From ancient times, people have relied on
shepherds to guide sheep across barren, rocky, and hostile landscapes in search
of water and pasture. This is the setting behind the powerful image of the Good
Shepherd in Sacred Scripture. In the memoir ‘Goat Days’ (later made into the
film The Goat Life or Aadujeevitham), a young man arrives at a Saudi Arabian
airport hoping for a better future. While waiting for his employer, a stranger
claims him, takes him deep into the desert, strips him of his documents, and
forces him into captivity as a goatherd. Alone, unable to speak the language,
and with no hope of escape, he begins to live like the animals he tends—eating
with them, talking to them, and enduring thirst, fear, and isolation. Yet he holds
on to the hope of freedom until it finally comes, after three long years of
complete isolation. He was not a shepherd by choice but was forced into
slavery. His story reveals the hidden truth behind the romantic image of
shepherding: it is a life of sacrifice, endurance, isolation, fatigue, and even
despair. It is into this very reality that Jesus Christ speaks when He says, “l am
the Good Shepherd.” He steps into one of the hardest lives we can imagine. He
does not turn away when the night is long, the thief is near, or the belly is
empty. He walks ahead of us, not behind. He leads rather than drives. He
searches for the lost, even when it costs Him. Unlike the harsh master in Goat
Days, who neglects and dehumanizes, the Good Shepherd protects, restores,
and gives dignity. All of us are placed within a shepherd’s landscape—whether
itis a literal desert or the unseen challenges of everyday life. It is there that our
love is truly tested. The responsibilities entrusted to us—whether as parents or
in other roles, however unexpected or undesired—invite us to reflect even a
small image of the Good Shepherd: steadfast in presence, attentive in care, and
willing to give of ourselves for the sake of others.

Parish Walking Group - First Walk: after 10.30am Mass this Sunday 26th April.
4 to 5 miles maximum (2-2.5 hours), from/to Holy Angels, optional drink in the
Bulls Head afterwards! Not a difficult walk but wear good shoes, weather
appropriate clothing and bring a packed lunch and drink.

You are welcome to just turn up!



Church Cleaning: The next clean is on Monday 4" May from 10.15am (after
9.30am Mass), to prepare our church for the Confirmation Mass. We really
want to take pride in our church so do please come to help. Thank you.

Holy Water Fonts: If anyone would like to care for the holy water fonts at the
church entrance, which require weekly cleaning and regular refilling, please
contact the parish office. Thank you.

Parish International Mass — Pentecost Sunday, 24" May at 10:30am. We
especially invite members of all international communities to take part in this
special celebration of the diverse nationalities and cultures of our parish.
Please feel free to invite family and friends.

HYMNS: If your community would like to sing a hymn in a different language
please speak to Marie, our choir leader.

PRAYERS: We are also looking for volunteers to read prayers in various
languages, please speak to Fr Mathew.

DECORATION: Please feel free to bring flags or emblems of your country.
FOOD: Please bring a flavour of your country through snacks or finger foods to
share at a time of fellowship with others in the parish hall after the Mass.
CLOTHING: Please celebrate your heritage by wearing traditional dress at Mass.
VOLUNTEER: Volunteers are needed to prepare the hall and serve refreshments
so please sign up at the back of church if you able to help. Thank you.

Book Club: The next meeting is on
Monday 11" May in the Parish Hall at
ANNUAL PARISH BBQ 6:30pm where we will discuss ‘The
Penguin Lessons’ by Tom Michell.

All are welcome.

The book for Monday 8 June is ‘Horse’
by Geraldine Brooks.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Lost Property: Anyone from the parish or
nearby schools who knows Peter
Charlton from the Sheffield area please
contact the parish office regarding a lost
ALL WELCOME document.

SUNDAY 28 JUNE AT 11.30 AM

Altrincham Interfaith Group Tea Party: Sunday 10th May, 3.00pm-5.00pm at
Blessed Thomas Holford Catholic College. See poster for more information.

Vacancy: Lay Pastoral Assistant required for St Hugh & St John to provide
pastoral support to the Parish Priest. Visit the Diocesan website for details.



Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please
return via the presbytery letter box. Please note Mass Intention names are not
read out at weekend Masses.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.

Please pray for the Sick: Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria, Peter Whelan.

Recently Deceased:

John Oates. The Requiem Mass for John will take place on Monday 11™" May at
11.00am.

Peter Neal. The funeral service for Peter will take place on Wednesday 29" April
at Altrincham Crematorium.

Please remember John and Peter and their grieving families in your prayers.

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our
parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and
maintenance of our Parish.
Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £658.51; Online £66.00
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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