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Third Sunday of Lent, 8th March 2026 Year A
Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 7th — Sunday 15th March)

Saturday  6.00pm (Vigil) Stella O’Connor RIP
Sunday 8.30am Parishioners
10.30am Ann Connor RIP
Monday 9.30am Margaret Burke
Tuesday 9.30am Ray Brown RIP
Wednesday *9.30am Michael Prigmore

Deanery Lenten Mass at: St Hugh & St John, West Timperley
6.00pm  Reconciliation
7.00om Lenten Station Mass

Thursday  **8.00am

Friday 6.30pm  Stations of the Cross led by the Welcomers
7.00pm Tom McGuiness RIP
Saturday  10.00am Buchan Family Intentions
6.00pm (Vigil) Bruce Calveley RIP
Sunday 8.30am Fourth Sunday of Lent  Helen Fitzgerald-Smith
9.30am Baptism
10.30am Parishioners
1.00pm Private Service

* Additional morning Mass for those unable to attend the evening Deanery Mass
** Please note change of time due to Fr Mathew attending a safeguarding course

Living Water for a Divided World: Unlike today, in earlier times people
depended on open wells for their drinking water. Even now, in some remote
parts of Asia and Africa, little has changed. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus meets
a Samaritan woman at such a well. The Gospel identifies it as Jacob’s Well.
Today, this well is located inside an Eastern Orthodox church and monastery in
the city of Nablus (biblical Shechem), traditionally associated with the patriarch
Jacob in Scripture. Arriving at the well, tired and thirsty, Jesus asks the woman
for a drink of water while His disciples have gone into town to buy food. His
request surprises her. For centuries, Jews and Samaritans had avoided one
another because of intense cultural, religious, and social divisions. Jews




worshiped at the Temple in Jerusalem, while Samaritans worshiped on Mount
Gerizim. Yet Jesus deliberately crosses these barriers to speak with her, an
action that was both culturally and socially unexpected. As their conversation
unfolds, Jesus gently shifts her focus from the water in the well to the “living
water” that only He can give. When she asks for this living water, her thirst
becomes more than physical—it becomes a longing for new life. In that sacred
encounter, she begins to recognize that He is the Messiah she has been
awaiting. She was a woman burdened by her past; uncertain, rejected, and
searching for meaning. But in meeting Jesus her emptiness is filled with hope
and joy. Leaving her water jar behind, she hurries back to the town to share her
experience. The Gospel tells us that many Samaritans from that city came to
believe in Him because of her testimony. As the Preface of today’s Mass
beautifully expresses, when Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for a drink, He
had already created the gift of faith within her and kindled in her heart the fire
of divine love. May this Lent fill us with the living water of Christ and lead us to
reach beyond the boundaries of race, religion, class, and past hurts, bringing
His life-giving water to a thirsty and divided world.

Lenten Courses: Please see the notice board at the back of church for details of
various Lenten studies, both online and in person.

Healing Mass for the Sick and Housebound: On Saturday 21% March at
10.00am, during this special Mass, there will be the anointing of the Sick. Please
consider assisting with transport whether you are a member of the SVP or
Eucharistic Minister team who visits the sick, or a parishioner and you feel
physically capable of doing so. All help gratefully received. Please contact the
parish office via email to offer help or to let us know of anyone who needs help.

Appeal for Winter Clothing: The SVP has agreed to support a Charity called
City Streets by providing items such as the following: Sleeping Bags, Blankets,
Warm coats including hoodies, Underwear (mainly men's), Socks, Toiletries.
Donated items should be left in the room at the back of church.

Mass of the Sacred Chrism: Wednesday 1% April, 12 noon at the Cathedral.
There is one place remaining for a representative from our parish. If you would
like to attend please email the parish office urgently.

Reflection on St Joseph: Feast of St Joseph, 19" March, 7.00pm-9.00pm,
Shrewsbury Cathedral Parish Room. See the poster at the back of church.

Diocesan Mass For Marriage: Saturday 13th June, 12 noon at St Columba’s,
Chester. All parishioners celebrating a significant marriage anniversary can
apply for an invitation by emailing the parish office.




Holy Week Services 2026

Maundy Thursday

7.00pm (Mass followed by ‘watching’ until 10.00pm) Mass includes washing
of the feet and Renewal of the commitment of Eucharistic Ministers.

Good Friday

10 .00am Stations of the Cross

3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Veneration of the Cross.
Holy Saturday

7.30pm Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter

Easter Sunday

8.30am Easter Dawn Mass, 10.30am Easter Day Mass

Easter Monday Mass at 10.00am
All are warmly welcomed to the Holy Week Services!

Future Celebration
24th May 2026 International Mass on Pentecost Sunday at 10.30am.

Washing of Feet — Maundy Thursday: We would be very grateful for volunteers
willing to have their feet washed on Maundy Thursday at the 7.00pm Mass of
the Lord’s Supper. Please sign the list on the notice board. Thank you.

Palm Sunday, 29" March: Cantores Oecumenica presents “The Passion of
Christ” by Arthur Somervell. (Baritone) Adam Marsden, (tenor) Stephen Mills,
(organ) Jonathan Scott, (conductor) Neil Provost. Free admission. Notice and
leaflets at the back of church.

Offertory Envelopes: If you are registered please collect your named box for
2026/2027 from the back of church. Financial year end is an opportune time
to review parish donations; payment by standing order alleviates the task
for our parish counters. If you would like to change your payment method
or register for Gift Aid please contact the parish office. Thank you.

Fish And Chip Evening: Over 60 people enjoyed this social event. Thank you to
the organisers, to those who supported by attending and a big thank you to
'The Good Catch' in Altrincham who provided a very tasty supper.

Ceilidh & Hot Supper: Friday 27th March, 7:30pm to 10:30pm. £10 per
ticket/£25 per family (children to age 12). Booking essential! Music and calling
by HopGoblin Ceilidh Band, a hot supper and cash bar. There will a Raffle in
support of CAFOD. Tickets available in the Parish Hall on a Tuesday afternoon
or email HACeilidh@talktalk.net.




RCIA Programme: All adults who wish to be baptised or received are
encouraged to attend Mass and make themselves known to Fr Mathew.

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please
return via the presbytery letter box. Please note Mass Intention names are not
read out at weekend Masses.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our
parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and
maintenance of our Parish.
Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £732.60 ; Online £151.00
CAFOD Envelopes £ 222.00
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.
Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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