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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What crocuses teach us about renewal: A Lenten Awakening:  Recently, 
Wojtek sent out an email inviting more volunteers to join the gardening team, 
noting that with the crocuses and snowdrops beginning to appear, a new 
gardening season is almost upon us. His words prompted me to look around for 
those first signs of crocuses—my favourite flowers—pushing their way through 
the hardened earth. I believe they are the only flowers that are treated justly, 
because no one thinks to cut them and place them on a table; they are left 
alone to bloom where they are planted. For months they lie hidden beneath 

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 21st February – Sunday 1st March) 

Saturday         6.00pm (Vigil)                                 The Fussell Family 
Sunday 8.30am                                                   Parishioners 
 10.30am  Michael and Mary Connell RIP 
Monday         9.30am St Polycarp Angela 
Tuesday 9.30am  Lisa Wilson RIP 
 3.30pm  **First Forgiveness Rehearsal 

Wednesday *9.30am   Stella O’Connor RIP 

 7.30pm  Baptism 
 Deanery Lenten Mass at St Vincent’s, Altrincham: 

 6.00pm Reconciliation  

 7.00pm Lenten Station Mass  

Thursday 9.30am  John Grimes RIP 

 5.45pm  **First Forgiveness 

Friday 10.30am Requiem Mass for Ann Connor 
 6.30pm Stations of the Cross led by the Choir 

 7.00pm  Jaíme Burke RIP 

Saturday 10.00am  Antonia (Toni) Walsh RIP 
 6.00pm (Vigil)                                       Parishioners 
Sunday 8.30am Second Sunday of Lent Pro-Life 

10.30am  Helen & Phonsie Freeley RIP 
* Additional morning Mass for those unable to attend the evening Deanery Mass 
** First Forgiveness for children on the parish/St Ambrose Prep. programme 



the soil, yet when the right time comes, they emerge—delicate, yet 
determined—opening into beautiful blossoms. In many ways, we too can find 
ourselves buried beneath routine, fatigue, or discouragement. Over time, layers 
of distraction, worry, stress or spiritual lethargy can settle upon us, and we lose 
some of our energy. Lent comes to us like a new gardening season. It is a time 
of renewal—a call to rise above whatever has hardened our hearts. Just as the 
crocus pushes through frozen ground toward the light, we are invited to 
awaken and allow God’s grace to draw us upward. Lent gently but firmly calls 
us to blossom once again in faith, hope, and love. When Lent arrives, people 
often ask, “What are you giving up?” But perhaps a better question is, “What 
are we giving ourselves to?” Lent is not merely about giving something up; it is 
about giving ourselves more fully to God and to one another—in compassion, 
forgiveness, and acceptance. In his message for Lent 2026, Pope Leo IV reminds 
us: “Let us disarm our language—avoiding harsh words and rash judgments, 
refraining from slander and speaking ill of those who are absent and unable to 
defend themselves. Instead, let us measure our words and cultivate kindness 
and respect in our families, among friends, at work, on social media, in political 
debates, and within our Christian communities. In this way, words of hatred can 
give way to words of hope and peace.” As we enter this Lent, let us rise like 
crocuses, bringing charm, hope, and joy to one another and everywhere we go. 
 

LENT 
A Lenten Pastoral Letter  will be read at all Masses on ‘A Church Ready for 
Converts’ this Sunday, 22nd February. 

A Feast for All People:  Tuesdays, 1.00pm, parish hall or Tuesdays 
8.00pm/Thursdays 11.00am at 31 Delahays Rd.  Details on the notice board. 

Through Lent with St Matthew:  Daily Scripture, Music, Pictures, Reflections; 
Online or books at back of Church. Link: onlineprayer.net/l26-m. 
Contact Mary 07538573621 

Ecumenical Lent Study Group: Tuesdays 2.30pm at All Saints Anglican Church. 
Based on Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel). All welcome. 

5-week Lenten Course ‘We Dare to Ask’: Resources to prepare our hearts and 
minds to renew our Baptismal promises during the Easter celebrations. 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/we-dare-to-ask/ 

Six Bible Studies On The Lenten Sunday Gospels: with Mauro Iannicelli. Live 
on YouTube, Tuesdays, 7.00pm-8:15pm. Register:  comeandsee.org/lent26 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/we-dare-to-ask/
https://comeandsee.org/lent26


CAFOD Lenten Appeal: Envelopes are available at the back of church and can 
be returned via the collection plate. Donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or 
call 0303 303 3030. Text CAFODLENT to 70085 to donate £10. Thank you. 

RCIA Programme: A programme is being devised with the intention to welcome 
into the Church next Easter 2027 those adults who wish to be baptised or 
received. In the meantime, we encourage any potential candidates to attend 
Mass and make themselves known to Fr Mathew. We are grateful to Fiona who 
has stepped forward to lead the programme.  

Diocesan Mass For Marriage 2026: Saturday 13th June, 12 noon at St 
Columba’s, Chester, followed by a buffet lunch for invited guests. All 
parishioners celebrating a significant marriage anniversary can apply for an 
invitation from the Bishop’s Office by emailing the parish office.  

Mass of the Sacred Chrism: To celebrate the 175th anniversary of the Diocese 
this Mass will be held at the Cathedral on Wednesday 1st April, 12 noon. 
Attendance is limited to 2 nominated persons from each parish. If you would 
like to represent our parish please email the parish office urgently. 

World Day of Prayer: Friday 6 March at 2.00pm, All Saints Church, Hale Barns. 
An Ecumenical Service for all, prepared by the Christian Women of Nigeria. 
Theme: ‘I will give you rest, come.’ Everyone is welcome. 

Church Cleaning: The next team clean is on Monday 2nd March after morning 
Mass.  Even if you can only spare 20 minutes we would be very grateful. 

BOOK QUICKLY! Parish Social Fish & Chip Supper & Games Night: Friday 27th 
February, from 7:30pm. £5 a ticket (food included). Sign up this weekend at the 
back of church or buy tickets on Tuesday afternoon in the parish hall. Games 
are £1 each, e.g. Bingo, Play Your Cards Right. Pay to play on the night. Cash Bar. 

Pilgrimage to Rome with St Hugh and St John Parish:  25th to 30th May 2026, 
led by Canon Chris. Approximately £1,245 (plus single supplement). Includes 
flights, transfers, hotel with breakfast & dinner, travel rep, insurance and visits 
to major sights. Contact rae@tangney-tours.com 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage July/Aug 2026: ‘Drop in’ information sessions: 
Saturday 21st February, 11am-12.30pm at Christ the King, Bromborough; 
Saturday 7th March, 12.30pm-2pm at Saint Patrick’s in Wellington.  

Baptisms: Last week we welcomed Archibald Louie and Leopold Peter James 
into the family of God in the Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep them and their 
family in your prayers.  

https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope?form=envelope
mailto:rae@tangney-tours.com


Recently Deceased: Fr Paul O’Grady. Requiem Mass will take place on 
Monday 23rd February, 12 noon at St Werburgh’s, Birkenhead. 
Please remember Fr Paul and his family in your prayers. 

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please 
return via the presbytery letter box. Please note Mass Intention names are not 
read out at weekend Masses. 

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please 
ensure you have permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please 
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.  

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria. 
 

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our 

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and 

maintenance of our Parish.  

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £875.23 

Online Donations £50.00 

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish. 

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses. 

Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request. 

Clergy: Fr Mathew 

Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries: 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm:  Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784 

Or Email:  office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla   rkiedish@hotmail.com 

Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word: 

www.wednesdayword.org/parish 

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/ 

Local Missionary Area: Altrincham 

Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025 

mailto:priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
mailto:office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
http://www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk/
http://www.wednesdayword.org/parish

