m Holy Angels R C Church
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 15th February 2026 Year A
DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 14" February — Sunday 22" February)

Saturday  06.00pm (Vigil) Stella O’Connor RIP
Sunday 08.30am Judy Penny RIP
10.30am Parishioners
Monday 09.30am Joseph A Nono RIP
Tuesday *07.00pm Monica Murphy
Wednesday **12noon ASH WEDNESDAY Hannah
07.00pm Michael Quinlan RIP
Thursday  09.30am Nicholas
Friday 06.30pm Stations of the Cross led by the Parish Pastoral Council
07.00pm John Cox RIP
Saturday  10.00am Tony Percival RIP
06.00pm (Vigil) The Fussell Family
Sunday 8.30am First Sunday of Lent Parishioners
10.30am Michael and Mary Connell RIP

* Please note the change of time due to Fr Mathew attending a day of recollection
** Additional Mass — see over.

The Road that Leads to Life: If we are asked what is the greatest gift God has
given us, we might say health, wealth, education, or a happy life. The list could
go on and on. But perhaps the greatest gift God has given us is the gift of choice
— free will. From the very beginning of our lives, we start making choices. Every
day, often without even realizing it, we choose. Some decisions are small and
ordinary; others are big and life-changing. Yet many of those small, daily
choices shape who we are and who we become. Many of us here know how
the choices we made — guided by our parents, grandparents, teachers, and
guardians — led us to where we are today: to lives of faith, joy, and
contentment. In today’s first reading from the Book of Sirach, we hear clearly:
before each person God has placed fire and water, life and death; whichever
one we choose will be given to us. He lovingly shows us where each path leads




but never forces us. He did not give the commandments to trap or punish us.
They are given so that we may flourish. When we follow them, we grow and
thrive; when we ignore them, we decline. In the Gospel, Jesus tells us, “I have
not come to abolish the law but to fulfil it.” He is not loosening the
commandments but revealing their fuller meaning. He invites us not only to
obey outwardly, but to allow God'’s law to shape our hearts. Traffic rules do not
take away our freedom; they help us reach home safely. In the same way, God’s
commandments do not restrict us — they lead us to true freedom and lasting
joy. There is a beautiful poem by Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken. He
describes standing in a yellow wood, facing two diverging roads. As a solitary
traveller, he stands there for a while, and in the end he says, “I took the one
less travelled by, and that has made all the difference.” It may not be the easiest
or the most popular path. It calls for patience, forgiveness, honesty, and self-
control — all that is proclaimed in this Sunday’s Gospel. But it is the road that
leads to life — and that choice makes all the difference.

LENT
Ash Wednesday: We begin the season of Lent with 2 Masses on Ash
Wednesday to afford greater opportunity to attend Mass and enter Lent with
reflection and intention.

Deanery Lenten Station Masses: The travel to the different Churches involved
and the gathering together with Catholic Christians from beyond our own
Parish community forms part of our Lenten practice.

Wednesdays: 6.00pm Sacrament of Reconciliation with Adoration;

7.00pm Mass. Refreshments served after Mass.

25™ February - St Vincent's; 4™ March — All Saints; 11" March — St Hugh & St
John'’s; 18™ March - Holy Family; 25" March - Sacred Heart and St Peter’s

A Feast for All People: Pope Francis and Pope Leo invite us to explore, to learn
and experience the synodal process of listening, encountering, dialoguing and
discerning. Tuesdays, 1.00pm, parish hall meeting room, starting 17" February
or *Tuesdays 8.00pm/Thursdays 11.00am at 31 Delahays Rd, starting
17t/19% February. 6 weekly sessions. All Welcome. Come To The Feast during
the ‘FAST’ of Lent! Details and sign up sheet on the notice board.*N.B. By
request EXTRA evening group.

Through Lent with St Matthew: Daily Scripture, Music, Pictures, Reflections.
Journey through Lent with a special focus on the Gospel of St. Matthew. Online
or Books available at back of Church (only 10 left). Starts Ash Wednesday
18" Feb. Link: onlineprayer.net/I26-m . Contact Mary 07538573621




Ecumenical Lent Study Group at All Saints Anglican Church based on Pope
Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel). Details & sign-up sheet at
back of Church.

5-week Lenten Course ‘We Dare to Ask’: Resources to prepare our hearts and
minds to renew our Baptismal promises during the Easter celebrations. Full
document plus breakdowns into weekly sessions can be found
here: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/we-dare-to-ask/

Six Bible Studies On The Lenten Sunday Gospels: with Mauro lannicelli. Live
on YouTube, 6 consecutive Tuesdays, 7.00pm-8:15pm, starting 17th February.
Register: comeandsee.org/lent26

CAFOD Lenten Appeal: Envelopes are available at the back of church. These
can be returned via the collection plate. Or donate online
at cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030. Text CAFODLENT to 70085 to
donate £10. Thank you.

Parish Social Fish & Chip Supper & Games Night: Friday 27th February, from
7:30pm. £5 a ticket (food included). Booking essential! Games are £1 each,
Bingo, Play Your Cards Right, Musical Heads & Tails and more. Pay and play on
the night. Tickets available in the Parish Hall on a Tuesday afternoon or sign
up at the back of church.

St Vincent’s Catholic Primary School Open Morning:
Wednesday 11th March. Prospective school and nursery parents
welcome! Visits from 9.15am. Book
via www.stvincents.trafford.sch.uk , admissions page, or scan
the QR code.

BETROTHED - Sacramental Marriage Prep: course details on notice board.
Please note the course in Altrincham is full.

CWL Meeting: Monday 16th February, 7.00pm, StJoseph’s Parish Centre. Usual
meeting and a Beetle Drive. Entrance £3, Annual Membership £30. National
Secretary vacancy: 10 hours/week, £7.400, home based, flexibility required.
Contact: siobhan. garibaldi@ntlworld.com.

Baptisms: Last week we welcomed Albert, George Aidan and Isabella Grace into
the family of God in the Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep them and their
families in your prayers.
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Recently Deceased: Ann Connor. Please remember Ann and her family in
your prayers. The Requiem Mass for Ann will take place on Friday 27t
February, 10.30am at Holy Angels.

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church, please
return via the presbytery letter box. Please note Mass Intention names are not
read out at weekend Masses.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please
ensure you have the permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting
our parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep
and maintenance of our Parish.
Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £867.20
Online Donations £91.00
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.
Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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