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The Holy Family, 28th December 2025 Year A
Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 27th December — Sunday 4" January)

Saturday  06.00pm (Vigil) Nellie Quinn RIP
Sunday 08.30am Parishioners
10.30am Graham & Margaret Bullock RIP
Monday 09.30am St Thomas Becket Sarah Meadmore RIP
Tuesday 09.30am Stella O’Connor RIP

Wednesday 07.00pm
Thursday 09.30am  Mary The Mother of God

Friday 11.30am Requiem Mass for Stella O’Connor RIP
07.00pm
Saturday  10.00am
06.00pm (Vigil) The Casey Family
Sunday 8.30am Second Sunday after Pro-Life
Christmas
10.30am Parishioners

A Message of Thanks and Gratitude: | sincerely thank you all for the beautiful
Christmas cards, good wishes, and generous gifts that | was blessed to receive
during the Christmas season. Thank you very much. -Fr Mathew.

My heartfelt thanks also go to all our families, children, friends, and visitors
who attended this year’s Christmas Masses. A total of 854 people joined us for
our Christmas celebrations. Thank you for being part of this special time.

Thank you to those who brought to my attention the disruption caused by the
faulty sound system during the Vigil Mass. Please accept my sincere apologies.
| acknowledge that the sound system has not been updated for a long time,
based on feedback gathered from parishioners. Upgrading the system is one of
our parish priorities, and we will proceed once we are able to secure the
necessary funds.




Our sincere thanks also go to everyone who helped, in one way or another, to
make this Christmas celebration so special. In particular, we thank our church
cleaners, musicians, those who arranged the flowers, stewards, altar servers,
counters, and all who played an important role in making this year’s Christmas
celebrations meaningful and prayerful. We are also very grateful for your
generous offerings and for your continued support of the parish.

Holy Family of Jesus May and Joseph: On this, the Sunday within the Octave of
Christmas, we honour the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Beside my
bed at seminary | have a picture of my own family and two statues, one of Our
Lady and one of St Joseph. Why? Because it reminds me how lucky and
fortunate | am to have two families - an earthly one and a spiritual one. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that God did not have to become
incarnate by being born as an infant. However, “Christ chose to be born and
grow up in the bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary.” (Para 1655) Jesus
chose to live in an ordinary human family in order to reveal God’s plan to make
all people live as one “holy family” in His Church. As we hear in the Gospel,
before Herod’s massacre, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
telling him to flee to Egypt with Jesus and Mary. With complete docility, Joseph
immediately did so. He always acted in obedience to God. He faithfully lived his
vocation as the guardian of the Redeemer. Moreover, it should be noted that
the life of the Holy Family was not easy. Their family would not have been
exempt from daily toil, hurt and challenges that face most families today. What
is recounted in today’s Gospel was the first of the persecutions that Jesus would
undergo on earth throughout history. The holy family would also have had to
do daily chores, earn a living etc. They lived a normal life in every way. This is
significant because it reveals God’s love for family life. The Father allowed His
Divine Son to live this life and as a result, elevated family life to a place within
the Trinity. So as we continue through this Christmas Octave, let us not see the
Holy Family as some unattainable goal. Every family is invited to share in God’s
divine life and to encounter ordinary daily life by making Jesus the centre of our
family. -Eamonn Kennedy (Seminarian)

Advent Food Bank Appeal: Many thanks to all who contributed so generously
to this appeal. | am especially grateful to the small team who sorted the
donated items for each charity and to those who delivered the gifts to the
respective charities. Your kindness and generosity have made a real difference.




Celebration of Baptisms held in 2025: On Sunday 1st February, ahead of the
feast of The Presentation of the Lord, families of children baptised in the past
year will be invited to come to 10.30am Mass to celebrate together with the
parish.

Book Club: The next meeting is on Monday 12" January in the Parish Hall at
6:30pm where we will discuss ‘Abroad in Japan’ by Chris Board. All welcome!

Save the Date ! Friday 30™ January the parish social club are organising the next
exciting event. Details to follow.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: Please return a consent form,
available at the back of church, to the parish office to confirm the person to be
named (either yourself or a friend/relative), gives permission for your/their
name to be published. If no consent is sought, please word the Mass intention
as ‘Private Intention’. This is to ensure the church takes proper care of your
information and complies with data protection law as it is published in the
newsletter and on the parish website.

Recently Married: Congratulations to Peter and Liliana, who were married last
week at our church.

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.

John Cox RIP: John passed away peacefully at his residence last Saturday.
Please remember him and his grieving family during this Mass and in your
prayers

New Year Blessings.
“May the Lord bless you and keep
you.

May the Lord let his face shine on

you and be gracious to you. "Trust the past to the mercy of

God, the present to His love, and
the future to His providence".
Attributed to Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.

May the Lord uncover his face to
you and bring you peace”.
(Numbers 6: 22-27)




Tuesday Coffee & Chat returns on 6%
January 2pm-4pm in the parish hall. All
welcome!

Christmas Celebrations!

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting
our parish. Your generous support is important for the
upkeep and maintenance of our Parish.

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £852.62
Caritas Shrewsbury: £68.66
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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