
Holy Angels R C Church 
Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,                                         

WA15 0HF                                       
 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 1st February 2026 Year A 
DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Welcome to our Family Mass: Today, Sunday 1st February, at 10.30am Mass we 
warmly welcome all families joining us for this special celebration, including 
those who have celebrated a baptism in the past year.  

Reminder - Living Waters Prayer Group on Monday 2nd February, 2.00pm in 
Church. Join a charismatic prayer group, on a Deanery Pilgrimage, for an 
afternoon of worship, Scripture, spontaneous prayer. A warm welcome awaits!  

Lenten Stations Of The Cross: On Fridays during Lent starting at 6.30 pm. We 
ask parish groups to lead these services each week. The Parish Committee will 
lead on the first Friday, 20th February.  Please can other groups add your name 
to the rota at the rear of the church. Thank you. 

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 31st January – Sunday 8th February) 
Saturday         06.00pm (Vigil)                                 Reeba Cyriac 
Sunday 08.30am                                                   Pro-life 
 10.30am  Parishioners 
Monday         09.30am The Presentation of The Lord Luke Howe RIP 
Tuesday 09.30am St Werburgh Stella O’Connor RIP 
 03.45pm 

 
**First Forgiveness 
Rehearsal  

Wednesday 07.00pm   The Broadley Family 

Thursday *08.00am St Agatha John Devine RIP 

Friday 01.00pm Requiem Mass for John Cox MBE KSG 
 06.30pm  Baptism 

 07.00pm Ss Paul Miki & Companions Brendan Moran RIP 

Saturday 10.00am  Malley Family Intentions 
 12.30pm  Baptism 
 06.00pm (Vigil)                                       Parishioners 
Sunday 8.30am Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

10.30am  Ellen Finnigan RIP 
*Please note the change of time due to Fr Mathew celebrating Mass in school. 
**This rehearsal is for those children on the programme with St Ambrose Prep.  



Seeing life through the eyes of Jesus: This Sunday, the Gospel brings us to the 
Beatitudes, the first part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Our world tends to 
value achievement, strength, performance, and success. For many today, being 
‘blessed’ means having more—more security, more recognition, more comfort. 
But Jesus turns this way of thinking a little awkward for his listeners. He tells us 
that life with God is not shaped by success, but by surrender—by letting go of 
what we cling to. This does not mean escaping from life altogether or 
withdrawing from its joys and challenges. Rather, it calls us to face life 
differently, by following the way of Jesus. Pope Benedict XVI describes the 
Beatitudes as, ‘a sort of veiled interior biography of Jesus’, in his book Jesus of 
Nazareth. They are not merely instructions for his followers, but a portrait of 
Jesus himself. He is the one who is truly poor in spirit, meek, merciful, and pure 
of heart. Pope Benedict also reminds us that the Beatitudes cannot be fully 
understood simply by studying them. They only begin to make sense when we 
try to live them. This is why he says the saints are the true interpreters of 
Scripture. Through simple acts of faith—our words, choices, questions, and 
daily actions, lived with love—the Beatitudes become real and visible in our 
world today. St. Francis of Assisi is a powerful example of someone who lived 
the Beatitudes. When he stripped himself of his possessions, he was not 
following a theory about poverty; he was trusting the promise of Jesus: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” His life itself became the Beatitude. Jesus invites 
us to find blessing in places we would never expect: in poverty, hunger, tears, 
and even persecution. May the “portrait of Jesus” walk before us and guide us 
each day as we continue our Christian journey. 

On-Call: Hospital Chaplaincy: Fr Mathew has been unexpectedly asked to cover 
on-call duties from 8.00am on Saturdays to 8.00am on Sundays, without 
consideration of our parish timetable. On Saturdays, our schedule includes 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 9.00am, Mass at 10.00am, Confessions, 
scheduled Baptisms at 12.00 noon, and pre-booked weddings in the afternoon, 
concluding with 6.00pm Mass. This is followed by Sunday Masses at 8.30am 
and 10.30am. With this new arrangement, there is a possibility that some 
emergency hospital calls may be missed due to these parish commitments. I 
have requested a review but, in the meantime, if any relatives or parishioners 
are admitted to Wythenshawe Hospital, please contact the hospital chaplain 
(Antony.Zidan@mft.nhs.uk) with plenty of notice to arrange a visit to receive 
the Sacrament of the Sick.  

Church Cleaning: This Monday 2nd February after morning mass.  Even if you 
can only spare 20 minutes we would be very grateful. 

mailto:Antony.Zidan@mft.nhs.uk


CANCELLED: Parish Social Evening, Friday 30th January: Unfortunately, this has 
been cancelled due to lack of numbers. Save The Date! A Fish and Chip Supper 
is planned for Friday 27th February, 7.30pm. More information to follow. 

Notice Boards: We wish to display information on our parish groups on our 
notice boards. To do this we need to compile up-to-date information. Please 
can each group prepare an A4/A5 sheet stating who you are, when & where 
you meet and how to contact you and email it to the parish office. Thank you.  

Book Club: The next meeting is on Monday 9th February, 6.30pm in the Parish 
Hall where we will be discussing ‘Reading Lessons’ by Carol Atherton. The book 
for March is ‘Small Boats’ by Vincent Decroix. All are welcome.  
Romulus Singers Concert: “To shorten Winter’s Sadness” on Sunday 8th 
February, 3.00pm in the Parish Hall. £12 Adult, £6 Child/Student. Purchase in 
advance at https://www.romulus-singers.co.uk/feb26 or on the door. Light 
refreshments afterwards. Proceeds are shared with the parish - all welcome! 

Lent Study Group at All Saints’ Church, based on Pope Francis’s Evangelii 
Gaudium and studying Paula Gooder’s book ‘The Joy of the Gospel. Please sign-
up  on the notice board, indicating which days and times you are available. The 
day and time which works best for the majority of people will then be chosen. 
There is a short video on the background  https://youtu.be/K9qq-Dw87kU  and  
course info available here:  https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books 

75th Anniversary of the Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage: There are three ‘drop in’ 
information sessions to find out more about the pilgrimage in 2026: 
Saturday 31st January, 10am-12noon at Our Lady & St Christopher’s in Romiley 
Saturday 21st February, 11am-12.30pm at Christ the King in Bromborough 
Saturday 7th March, 12.30pm-2pm at Saint Patrick’s in Wellington.  
The dates for this year’s pilgrimage are as follows: • By Air ~ Friday 31st July to 
Thursday 6th August • By Coach ~ Thursday 30th July to Friday 7th August • 
Youth Pilgrimage ~ Wednesday 29th July to Friday 7th August 

Marriage Week 7th-14th February: An opportunity to join a Diocesan team of 
volunteers to support and promote marriage and family life.  Please email:  
monika.golembiewska@dioceseofshrewsbury.org .Resources for couples and 
parishes can be found at  https://www.cbcew.org.uk/marriage-week/  or via 
the Diocesan website. 

Mass Intentions: Envelopes for Mass Intentions are available at the back of the 
church, please return them via the presbytery letter box.  
Please note Mass Intention names are not read out at weekend Masses. 

https://www.romulus-singers.co.uk/feb26
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Catholic Spirituality Network: Online celebration of  The 
Presentation of the Lord. Monday 2nd February 10.30am- 
12.30pm. Bookings: catholicspiritualitynetwork@gmail.com . 
20 places available. Donations welcome. 

Caritas Boxes: Please return any boxes to the sacristy for a final collection as 
we do not currently have a volunteer to collect boxes. Thank you. 

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: As a safeguarding measure please 
ensure you have the permission to name those who are sick, otherwise please 
word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’.  

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria. 
 

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting 

our parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep 

and maintenance of our Parish.  

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection: £694.25 

Online Donations £88.00 

Priests’ Retirement Fund £148.65 

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish. 

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses. 

Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request. 

Clergy: Fr Mathew 

Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries: 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm:  Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784 

Or Email:  office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla   rkiedish@hotmail.com 

Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word: 

www.wednesdayword.org/parish 

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/ 

Local Missionary Area: Altrincham 

Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025 
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