
Holy Angels R C Church 
Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,  

WA15 0HF                                       
 

Second Sunday of Advent, 7th December 2025 Year A 

 

Parish Confirmation Enrolment Mass is on Saturday 13th December, 6.00pm Mass. 
We welcome all candidates and their families.  

Carols by Candlelight with Bambinelli Blessing: Next Sunday, 14th December, 4pm. 
Don’t forget to bring your Baby Jesus figurines for a special blessing.  Children are 
invited to wear a nativity costume. Festive refreshments will be served afterwards 
in the Parish Hall and there will be a cash bar for the purchase of Irish coffee.  

Exposition and Confessions on Monday 15th December, 6.00pm, in preparation for 
Christmas. Mass will follow at 7.00pm. This also provides an opportunity to see if 
there is more interest in evening Mass on Mondays rather than the morning Mass. 

NEW Children’s Mass Booklets at the back of church. Please feel free to use during 
Mass but please return to the back of church after Mass. 

Mass Times & Intentions  (Saturday 6th – Monday 15th December) 
Saturday         06.00pm (Vigil)                                 Tom Finnigan RIP 
Sunday 08.30am                                                   Parishioners 
 10.30am  Pro-life 
Monday         *07.00pm The Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Olivia Nono & family 

*Please note the change of time due to Fr Mathew celebrating school Mass  
Tuesday 09.30am  Matthew Stephens RIP 
Wednesday 07.00pm   PJB & family 

Thursday 09.30am  Special Intention 

Friday 07.00pm  Private Intention 

Saturday 10.00am St Lucy The Woodcock Family 
 06.00pm (Vigil)                                       Private Intention (N) 
Sunday 8.30am Third Sunday of Advent Parishioners 

 10.30am  Patrick Joseph Dempsey & 
Elizabeth Sanderson RIP 

 4.00pm Carols by Candlelight  

Monday 6.00pm  Exposition and Confessions 

 *7.00pm 
(see below) 

 
Dan’s Intentions 



Prince of Peace – Prince of our Hearts: Peace is one of the deepest longings of the 
human heart. As we live in a world marked by conflict, division, fear, and 
uncertainty, every human being who has had some sort of bitter experience 
hungers for a peace that is lasting and healing. The forces that undermine peace 
do not begin “out there” in the world; they begin within the human heart. Every 
action starts as a thought—one that can heal and build up, or one that can harm 
and divide. It is by the “fruit” a person bears that we recognize who they truly are 
and what biases they may carry within (Mark 7:20–23). Discrimination and division 
often begin with small, hidden attitudes people nurture within long before they 
speak them. Today we lit the second candle of Advent, the Candle of Peace. Its 
gentle flame reminds us that Christ, the Prince of Peace, comes to heal divisions—
within our world, our communities, and our own hearts. Isaiah offers a powerful 
vision of this peace through the image of “a shoot from the stump of Jesse.” Jesse 
was the father of King David, and the stump represents a royal line cut off and 
seemingly lifeless. Yet Isaiah promises that God will bring forth new life—a 
Messiah—from David’s line who will restore justice, harmony, and peace. By 
Isaiah’s time, the kingdom had been weakened by division. In a modern sense, the 
same danger threatens any organization, family, church, or community. When 
people blame, gossip, or stir dissatisfaction instead of taking responsibility, serving 
faithfully, and supporting one another, the community becomes fragile—healthy 
on the outside but a stump within. Yet Isaiah reminds us that even in such 
brokenness, God can bring new life. As the Candle of Peace shines, let us 
remember: we are not merely waiting for Christ—we are preparing a world for 
Christ. Isaiah gives us the vision; John the Baptist gives us the strategy; and Christ 
brings us the peace.  

Eucharistic Ministers: Would you be willing to share duties with a fellow 
minister by offering communion to parishioners at Halecroft Nursing Home on 
occasional Sundays after 10.30am Mass? If so, please contact the parish office.  

Lost Property: Please check the basket of lost property, including keys, at the 
back of church as unclaimed items will be disposed of at the end of the year. 

ADVENT 

Sundays In Advent, 10.30am Mass: The sung mass setting is Missa Emmanuel (74 
Laudate hymn book), set to the tune of ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’. 

Please donate to our Local Food Bank Advent Appeal - Wanted Items: Coffee/Tea, 
Instant Mash, Tinned Ham/Meat/ Custard/Rice Pudding, Sponge Pudding, Tinned 
fruit/vegetables, Rice, Cordial, Pasta Sauce, Soup, Tinned Spaghetti, Treats, 
(chocolate etc), Biscuits, Cereal, Washing Powder/Household Cleaning, 
Toiletries/Toilet Rolls.  Final day to donate is Sunday 14th  December.  



Advent Online Retreats: Timings to suit all: 1 day, weekly or daily. 

Pray As You Go: Every Monday until Christmas. Prepare for the 
coming of Christ. https://prayasyougo.org/ 

ISC-Glasgow: https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/Advent Calendar 
Retreat. Daily Prayer. 

Further Advent Spiritual Opportunities: 

Advent Conversation in the Spirit: Tuesday 9th December, 3.25pm 
in hall meeting room. Chat with one or two others for 20/25 
minutes about how you are experiencing Advent this year. Contact 
Mary 07538573621 for details.  

Advent Hour Coffee and Contemplation followed 
by  Conversation in the Spirit : Space - Breathe in God’s Love - Be 
mindful. Thursdays 11th & 18th December, 11.00am-12noon,  31 
Delahays Rd Hale, WA15 8DT.  An Invitation! Just come for a coffee 
and sit in a quiet house with a lit Advent candle and pause. Take 
time out, allow space for body, mind and soul to catch up amidst 
the busyness of the season. Let God restore your inner being. 
Listen to some stilling, contemplative music and just be in God’s 
awesome presence pondering. Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  Contact 
Mary at mary@nono.org.uk  07538 573 621.  

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2025 

Vigil Masses 24th December The Nativity of the Lord – 25th December 
5.00pm First Mass of Christmas 8.30am Dawn Mass 
8.00pm Carols followed by 
8.30pm Mass 

10.30am Daytime Mass 
 

12am Midnight Mass (no music)  
 

Parish Christmas Choir: It’s not too late to join the ‘Christmas Choir’ to sing well-
known carols at 8pm on Christmas Eve and during 8.30pm Mass and/or 10.30am 
Christmas Day Mass. Rehearsals on Sundays after 10.30am Mass. All welcome 

Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea: Tuesday 16 December, 2pm– 4pm. Book at 
Tuesdays ‘Coffee and Chat’ or add your name to the list at the back of church. 

Caritas at Christmas Appeal: “Your kindness brought hope when I had none.”  
Every penny goes directly to help those most in need within our Diocese. Donations 
via:  the assigned wall box, the QR code in the newsletter, the ‘tap & go’ machine,  
or online at: www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk. If you know someone in need, please 
contact Trish Spencer,  info@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk  or 0151 652 1281. 

https://prayasyougo.org/
mailto:mary@nono.org.uk
http://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/


Baptisms: Last week we welcomed Daphne Alma and Madeleine Rosemary into 
the family of God in the Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep them and their 
family in your prayers.  

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: Please return a consent form, 

available at the back of church, to the parish office to confirm the person to be 

named (either yourself or a friend/relative), gives permission for your/their 

name to be published. If no consent is sought, please word the Mass intention 

as ‘Private Intention’. This is to ensure the church takes proper care of your 

information and complies with data protection law as it is published in the 

newsletter and on the parish website. 

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria. 

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our 

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and 

maintenance of our Parish.  

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish. 

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection   £767.33 

Online Donations                 £73.00 

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses. 

Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request. 

Clergy: Fr Mathew 

Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries: 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm:  Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784 

Or Email:  office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla   rkiedish@hotmail.com 

Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word: 

www.wednesdayword.org/parish 

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/ 

Local Missionary Area: Altrincham 

Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025 

mailto:priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
mailto:office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
http://www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk/
http://www.wednesdayword.org/parish

