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Fourth Sunday of Advent, 21st December 2025 Year A

DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS

Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 20th — Sunday 28th December)

Saturday  06.00pm (Vigil) The Healy Family
Sunday 08.30am Parishioners
10.30am Anthony Rae Marshall RIP
Monday 09.30am Betty Reddington
Tuesday 09.30am Eddie Ryan
Wednesday 05.00pm CHRISTMAS EVE Monica Bays
8.00pm Carols
8.30pm Alexander George
Theodossiadis RIP
12.00am (Midnight) Canon Mossie O’Connell RIP
Thursday  08.30am THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD Holy Souls
10.30am Ellen & Tom Finnigan RIP and
Helen & Phonsie Freeley RIP
Friday 07.00pm St Stephen Nicholas Cox RIP
Saturday  10.00am St John Grace O’Shea RIP
06.00pm (Vigil) Nellie Quinn RIP
Sunday 8.30am  The Holy Family Parishioners
10.30am Graham & Margaret Bullock RIP

Welcome to the Christmas Masses: A very warm welcome to all our families,
children, friends and visitors as we gather for our Christmas Masses, the most joyful
season of the year. We wish you all a peaceful and joyful Christmas. Our sincere
thanks go to everyone who has helped, in one way or another, to make this season
so special: our church cleaners, musicians and all those who play an important role
in the many aspects of parish life. We are especially grateful for your generous
offerings and your continued support of the parish. Please also remember in your
prayers those who are housebound or in hospital during this special season.
Although they cannot be with us in person, they remain very much part of our
parish family and we keep them close in our thoughts and prayers as they keep us
in theirs.




Caritas at Christmas Appeal: A basket will be available at the church door at
Masses this weekend. More information below.

Help to Prepare Our Church for Christmastide: Tomorrow, Monday 22"
December, after 9.30am Mass, volunteers are invited to help to clean our
church. Even if you are only available for 20 minutes or so, please come along.
Many hands make light work! Thank you to all who have helped to keep our
church clean this past year.

Welcomers are urgently needed for 10.30am Mass on Christmas Day. As many
of the regular welcoming team are unavailable we would be grateful for one-
off help from any parishioner. Please contact Ann Campion 07896 844 202.

Choosing Love: After his engagement to Mary, Joseph had only one dream: to
raise a wonderful family with her. At that point, we do not know whether they
had decided on a bridal gown, the menu, the venue, or the guests. The Gospel
simply tells us that Joseph was a righteous man who followed Jewish customs
and religious practices meticulously. Soon, however, his simple dream was
shattered when he discovered that Mary was pregnant by the power of the
Holy Spirit before they began to live together. Faced with this conflicting
situation, Joseph decided to withdraw quietly from the engagement, choosing
not to expose Mary to public disgrace. While he was processing these harsh
events, the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and asked him to
accept Mary as his wife. Now overwhelmed by confusion, fear, and pain, Joseph
lay awake searching for answers until sleep overtook him. When he awoke, he
did what the Angel of the Lord had asked. Joseph took Mary as his wife in
obedience, without fully understanding the consequences. The story pauses
here until Christmas Eve—when God’s love came down to dwell among us
through Mary and Joseph. No one escapes crisis; it is woven into the fabric of
human life. Even the most successful, admired, and religious people face crises,
and St. Joseph’s story opens us to this truth. When moments of crisis arrive, let
us listen as Joseph did and act with faith, courage, compassion, and obedience.
In times of uncertainty, our obedience to God’s promptings can become a
channel of grace not only for ourselves but for the whole universe. “Each of us
can discover in Joseph—the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet, and
hidden presence—an intercessor, a support, and a guide in times of trouble.
Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can
play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” Pope Francis, 2020
Apostolic Letter ‘Patris Corde’.




Caritas at Christmas: “Your compassion brings comfort, dignity, and hope.”
Through your generosity, Caritas is able to accompany individuals
and families across our Diocese who are facing hardship, offering
crisis food vouchers, practical help, and the assurance that they
are not alone. Donations may be made via this QR code or online
at: www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk. If you know someone in need of support,
please contact Trish Spencer, Deputy CEO, Caritas Diocese of Shrewsbury.

Parish Social Events

SAVE THE DATE! Friday 30" January the parish social club are organising the
next exciting event. Details to follow.

Christmas Afternoon Tea (16" Dec): Thank you to all those who prepared and
hosted the very enjoyable Christmas tea on Tuesday afternoon and also to the
children of St Ambrose Prep School who came to sing so beautifully. Another
great success for our parish social club!

Tuesday Coffee & Chat returns on 6" January
2pm-4pm in the parish hall. All welcome!

Celebration of Baptisms held in 2025: On Sunday 1% February, ahead of the
feast of The Presentation of the Lord, families of children baptised in the past
year will be invited to 10.30am Mass to celebrate together with the parish.

Lost Property: Please check the basket of lost property, including keys, at the
back of church as unclaimed items will be disposed of at the end of the year.

Requiem Mass for Stella O’Connor is on Friday 2™ January at 11.30am.

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: Please return a consent form,
available at the back of church, to the parish office to confirm the person to be
named (either yourself or a friend/relative), gives permission for your/their
name to be published. If no consent is sought, please word the Mass intention
as ‘Private Intention’. This is to ensure the church takes proper care of your
information and complies with data protection law as it is published in the
newsletter and on the parish website.

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria.



http://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our
parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and
maintenance of our Parish.
Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.
Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection £809.08
Online Donations £97.00

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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