
Holy Angels R C Church 
Wicker Lane, Hale Barns,  

WA15 0HF                                       
 

Third Sunday of Advent, 14th December 2025 Year A 

 

Parish Confirmation Enrolment Mass this Saturday 13th December at 6.00pm 
Mass. Please keep all candidates and their families in your prayers.  

Carols by Candlelight with Bambinelli Blessing: This Sunday, 14th December, 4pm. 
EXTRA REMINDER - bring your Baby Jesus figurines for a special blessing. Children 
are invited to wear a nativity costume. Festive refreshments afterwards in the 
Parish Hall, with a cash bar for the purchase of Irish coffee.  

Exposition and Confessions on Monday 15th December, 6.00pm, in preparation for 
Christmas. Mass will follow at 7.00pm.  

Church Daytime Opening: Due to the busy season school rehearsals are noted 
above to indicate the church is occupied and not reserved for private prayer. 

Mass Times & Intentions  (Saturday 13th – Sunday 21st December) 
Saturday         06.00pm (Vigil)                                 Private Intention (N) 
Sunday 08.30am                                                   Parishioners 
 10.30am  Patrick Joseph Dempsey & 

Elizabeth Sanderson RIP 
 04.00pm Carols by Candlelight with Bambinelli Blessing 
Monday         06.00pm  Exposition & Confessions 
 *7.00pm 

(see below) 
 Dan’s Intentions 

Tuesday 09.30am  Henry Loughrey RIP 
 10.30am  School rehearsal to 1.30pm 
Wednesday 07.00pm   Special Intention 
Thursday 09.30am  Noel Fitzmaurice RIP 

 01.30pm  School rehearsal to 3.30pm 
Friday 07.00pm  Rosemary Murphy 
Saturday 10.00am  Loughrey Family Intentions 

 12.30pm Wedding 
 06.00pm (Vigil)                                       The Healy Family 
Sunday 8.30am Fourth Sunday of Advent Parishioners 

 DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS 

 10.30am  Anthony Rae Marshall RIP 



Timeless Joy: When we were schoolchildren, we imagined time cruising along in 
an old model car—limping down the road and stopping every few minutes to cool 
the engine. We longed to escape school, homework, and strict teachers, dreaming 
of the freedom of adulthood. Yet once adulthood arrived, time seemed to have 
traded that old-fashioned car for a roaring Lamborghini. It races past so quickly that 
it barely pauses long enough for us to wave at those travelling beside us. Such is 
time: as we often say, it flies. I can hardly believe that I am preparing for my second 
Gaudete Sunday at Holy Angels. It feels as though Advent began only moments ago 
with its call to watchfulness and preparedness, and yet here we are already at the 
threshold of Christmas. Soon the air will be alive—already it is—with songs of joyful 
praise. Students will arrive home from their studies, bringing new experiences, and 
families separated by distance will return to one another. Grandparents will wait 
eagerly, ready to reach out with gifts and love. Familiar voices will gather around 
the table again, and homes will be filled with laughter, shared stories, and the 
wonder of Christmas. This joy echoes the prophecy of Isaiah. He paints a picture so 
full of life that one can almost feel its freshness: the desert blossoming like the 
crocus, the dry land covered with flowers, the weak strengthened, the mute 
singing, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. The sorrowful are filled with 
gladness. These are images of God’s movement among us. This is why countless 
holy souls have gathered in this place year after year, including our beloved ones 
who have gone before us, and why we continue to gather here—to hear the good 
news, to be renewed in hope, and to share in God’s joy. As time races on, as swiftly 
as that roaring car, let us treasure each moment of this Christmas season. Time 
does not wait for us. Today’s joy becomes tomorrow’s memory, so let us seize the 
moment and enjoy every minute of this blessed season. 

Welcomers are urgently needed for 10.30am Mass on Christmas Day. Please 
contact Ann Campion 07896 844 202  if you can help. Thank you. 

Pizza & Games Evening: Over 50 people very much enjoyed this evening. 

Grateful thanks to our Quiz Master and the team who organised this event.  

Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea: Tuesday 16th December. Could all who are 
attending please arrive by 2.00pm. 

Lost Property: Please check the basket of lost property, including keys, at the back 
of church as unclaimed items will be disposed of at the end of the year. 

Church Cleaning: Thank you to all who have helped to keep our church clean. The 

next clean is on Monday 22nd December, after 9.30am Mass, to prepare our church 

for Christmastide. Even if you are only available for 20 minutes or so, please come 

along. Many hands make light work!  



ADVENT 

Sundays In Advent, 10.30am Mass: The sung mass setting is Missa 
Emmanuel (74 Laudate hymn book), set to the tune of ‘O come, O 
come Emmanuel’. 

Advent Online Retreats: Timings to suit all: 1 day, weekly or daily. 

Pray As You Go: Every Monday until Christmas. Prepare for the 
coming of Christ. https://prayasyougo.org/ 

ISC-Glasgow: https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/Advent Calendar 
Retreat. Daily Prayer. 

Further Advent Spiritual Opportunity: 

Advent Hour Coffee and Contemplation followed by  Conversation 
in the Spirit : Space - Breathe in God’s Love - Be mindful. Thursday 
18th December, 11.00am-12noon,  31 Delahays Rd, Hale, 
WA15 8DT. Come for a coffee and sit in a quiet house with a lit 
Advent candle and contemplative music. Let God restore your inner 
being. Contact Mary at mary@nono.org.uk  07538 573 621.  

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2025 

Vigil Masses 24th December The Nativity of the Lord – 25th December 
5.00pm First Mass of Christmas 8.30am Dawn Mass 
8.00pm Carols followed by 
8.30pm Mass 

10.30am Daytime Mass 
 

12am Midnight Mass (no music)  
 

Caritas at Christmas Appeal: “Your kindness brought hope when I had none.”  
A basket will be available at the church door at Masses next weekend.  
Every penny goes directly to help those most in need within our Diocese. Donations 
via:  the assigned wall box, the QR code in the newsletter, the ‘tap & go’ machine,  
or online at: www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk. If you know someone in need, please 
contact Trish Spencer,  info@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk  or 0151 652 1281. 

Celebration of Recent Baptisms: On Sunday 1st February, ahead of the feast of The 
Presentation of the Lord, families of children baptised in the past year will be 
invited to come to 10.30am Mass to celebrate together with the parish. 

Alan Johnstone RIP Alan died unexpectedly on 29th November. Alan was a 
member of the church choir, SVP and Parish Council.  
Stella O'Connor RIP Stella passed away peacefully at home on Tuesday 9th 
December surrounded by her family.  

Please keep Alan and Stella and their families in your prayers. 

https://prayasyougo.org/
https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/Advent
mailto:mary@nono.org.uk
http://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/


Eucharistic Ministers Day Of Recollection: Saturday 13th December, St Joseph’s 
Parish Centre, Sale. Registration 10.00am, finish 2.00pm. Mass at 12 noon. Please 
bring own lunch. 

Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: Please return a consent form, available 
at the back of church, to the parish office to confirm the person to be named (either 
yourself or a friend/relative), gives permission for your/their name to be published. 
If no consent is sought, please word the Mass intention as ‘Private Intention’. This 
is to ensure the church takes proper care of your information and complies with 
data protection law as it is published in the newsletter and on the parish website. 

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily, Susan Finney, Lucy-Maria. 

 

Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our 

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and 

maintenance of our Parish.  

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish. 

Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection   £640.50 

Online Donations                 £35.00 

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses. 

Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request. 

Clergy: Fr Mathew 

Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries: 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm:  Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784 

Or Email:  office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla   rkiedish@hotmail.com 

Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word: 

www.wednesdayword.org/parish 

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/ 

Local Missionary Area: Altrincham 

Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025 
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