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First Sunday of Advent, 30th November 2025 Year C
Mass Times & Intentions (Saturday 29th — Sunday 7t" December)

Saturday 06.00pm (Vigil) Maureen Pickup RIP &
Paddy O’Neill RIP
Sunday 08.30am Parishioners
10.30am Jamie Cassidy RIP
Monday *9.15am The Nono Family

*Please note the earlier time as this is a St Ambrose Prep
school Advent Mass. All welcome!
Tuesday 09.30am Monica Bays RIP

Wednesday 07.00pm St Francis Xavier _
DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR ALL Joe’s Intentions
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

Thursday =~ NO MASS due to Fr Mathew celebrating a school Advent Mass

Friday 07.00pm Matthew Stephens RIP
Saturday 10.00am Patricia Fehily
06.00pm (Vigil) Tom Finnigan RIP
Sunday 8.30am Second Sunday of Advent  Parishioners
10.30am Pro-life

A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Mark will be read at all the Masses of the First
Sunday of Advent.

Children’s Liturgy: This Sunday 30" November at the 8.30am Mass. We
encourage you to bring your children along, the more the merrier!

NEW Children’s Mass Booklets at the back of church. Please feel free to use
during Mass but please return to the back of church after Mass.

Church Cleaning: Monday 1st December, after 9.15am Mass, is the next
voluntary team clean of the church. There will be an extra clean on Monday
22" December, after 9.30am Mass, to prepare our church for Christmastide.

If you are available on either/both of these dates, even if only for 20 minutes
or so, please come along. It is a sociable way of meeting with other parishioners
whilst serving the parish. Many hands make light work!




“Walk, walk, in the light of the Lord.” This week we enter the season of Advent, a
sacred time to look back with gratitude at Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and to prepare
our hearts to welcome Him once again at Christmas. We stay alert to recognize how
He comes to us now through prayer, the sacraments, and the people around us,
and we look forward with hope to His final coming in glory. Advent reminds us that
God is drawing near and that His light is growing in us, symbolized by the candle
we light each week on the Advent wreath. The final candle we light on the Sunday
before Christmas symbolizes God’s love for all people and our invitation to reflect
that love in our own lives. The pink candle on the Advent wreath, the candle of joy,
expresses our delight and anticipation as the coming of the Lord draws near. The
second candle, the candle of peace, points us to Christ, the Prince of Peace, who
heals divisions. The first candle, the candle of hope, which we will light this week,
reminds us that God keeps His promises and that His light is stronger than any
darkness. The reading from Isaiah offers a vision of a world transformed by God’s
peace, where nations come together and weapons become tools for building life.
His invitation-“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord” —calls us to lift our eyes
toward the future God desires for us and asks us to prepare actively, both spiritually
and corporally. Advent is a fitting time to renew the corporal works of mercy
(Matthew 25:31-40). Even small acts of kindness, like supporting Caritas
Shrewsbury, offering a quid, or giving our time, can bring comfort to those who
struggle. These actions reflect the kindness handed down in the Nativity stories
and help us instil that same spirit in the younger generation. May this season
continue to inspire us to walk together in the light of Christ.

ADVENT

Mass Books: The new edition for the Advent Season will now be circulated. If you
have any copies of Mass books at home please can you return them.

Music Notes: On the Sundays in Advent the sung mass setting at the 10.30am Mass
is Missa Emmanuel (74 Laudate hymn book). It is set to the tune of ‘O come, O
come Emmanuel’.

Carols by Candlelight with Bambinelli Blessing: 14" December, 4pm. Families are
invited to bring their Baby Jesus figurines (Bambinelli) from their home nativity
scene for a special blessing. Children are invited to wear a nativity costume. Festive
refreshments afterwards in the Parish Hall. Let’s gather to pray and sing carols
along with guests from St Ambrose Prep. School and the College. All welcome!

Please donate to our Local Food Bank Advent Appeal - Wanted Items: Coffee/Tea,
Instant Mash, Tinned Ham/Meat/ Custard/Rice Pudding, Sponge Pudding, Tinned
fruit/vegetables, Rice, Cordial, Pasta Sauce, Soup, Tinned Spaghetti, Treats,
(chocolate etc), Biscuits, Cereal, Washing Powder/Household Cleaning,
Toiletries/Toilet Rolls. Final day to donate is Sunday 13" December.




Advent Online Retreats: Timings to suit all: 1 day, weekly or every day.

Advent Conversation in the Spirit: Tuesday 2" December, 3.25pm in hall meeting
room. Chat with one or two others for 20/25 minutes (after the Bingo!) about how
you are experiencing the start of Advent. Contact Mary 07538573621 for details.
Pray As You Go: Every Monday until Christmas. Prepare for the coming of Christ.
https://prayasyougo.org/

ISC-Glasgow Daily prayer starting 1st Sunday of Advent, 30th
November. https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/Advent Calendar Retreat.

Bible Studies On The Advent Sunday Gospels: Wednesdays, 7-8pm,
Register:comeandsee.org/advent25. LIVE on YouTube, free.

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2025
Vigil Masses 24" December The Nativity of the Lord — 25" December
5.00pm First Mass of Christmas 8.30am Dawn Mass
8.00pm Carols followed by 10.30am Daytime Mass

8.30pm Mass
12am Midnight Mass (no music)

Parish Christmas Choir: Be involved in the parish’s celebration of the birth of Jesus
by joining the ‘Christmas Choir’ to sing well-known carols at 8pm on Christmas Eve
and during 8.30pm Mass and/or 10.30am Christmas Day Mass. Rehearsals on
Sundays after 10.30am Mass. All welcome! See Marie (choir leader) for any queries.

Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea: Tuesday 16 December, 2pm— 4pm. Book at
Tuesdays ‘Coffee and Chat’ or add your name to the list at the back of church.

Caritas at Christmas Appeal: “Your kindness brought hope when | had none.”
Donations may be made via the assigned wall box, the QR code in the newsletter
or the ‘tap & go’ machine. Every penny goes directly to help those most in need
within our Diocese, providing crisis food vouchers, practical support, and the
reassurance of care and compassion. You can also donate online at:
www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk. If you know someone in need of assistance, please
contact Trish Spencer, info@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk or 0151 652 1281.

Book Club: The next meeting is on Monday 8" December, 12.30pm at the
Stamford Arms pub for Christmas lunch. December’s read, ‘Abroad in Japan’ by
Chris Board, will be discussed in January.

Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitality: 8th December, midday Mass at St Mary's,
Crewe to celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception. Refreshments will
be available after Mass, everyone is welcome.



https://prayasyougo.org/
http://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/

Baptisms: Last week we welcomed Oscar Anthony into the family of God in the
Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep him and his family in your prayers.
Marriage Congratulations to Ellen and Jack who were married here recently.
Prayer List & Mass Intentions for the Sick: Please return a consent form,
available at the back of church, to the parish office to confirm the person to be
named (either yourself or a friend/relative), gives permission for your/their
name to be published. If no consent is sought please word the Mass intention
as ‘Private Intention’. This is to ensure the church takes proper care of your
information and complies with data protection law as it is published in the
newsletter and on the parish website.

Please pray for the Sick: Patricia Fehily
Donate online using this QR Code. Thank you for supporting our

parish. Your generous support is important for the upkeep and
maintenance of our Parish.

Many thanks for all your generous donations to the parish.
Last Sunday’s Loose plate collection £652.74
Online Donations £80.00

Tea/coffee in the Parish Hall after 10.30am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration 30 minutes before morning Masses.
Morning and Evening Prayer 20 minutes before weekday Masses.
Rosary After weekday Masses in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays after 10am Mass or by request.
Clergy: Fr Mathew
Email: priest@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Parish Office / Hall enquiries preferred by email/General Enquiries:
Monday to Thursday 9.30am-2.30pm: Contact: Tel: 0161 980 4784
Or Email: office@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

Website: www.holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding: Richard &Carla rkiedish@hotmail.com
Readings for Next Sunday: Wednesday Word:
www.wednesdayword.org/parish

PREGO://stbeunosoutreach.worpress.com/prego/
Local Missionary Area: Altrincham
Registered Charity Diocese of Shrewsbury No: 234025
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