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Part of the Altrincham Pastoral Area
and within the Diocese of Shrewsbury

22nd September 2024 TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Year B Psalter |

Mass Preparation for Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
WEDNESDAY WORD: www.wednesdayword.org/parish
PREGO: https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/

Please deliver items by noon Wednesday to the parish
office or to:
newsletter@holyangelscatholicchurch.co.uk

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS
Saturday 21st - Sunday 29th September

Sat ST MATTHEW, Ap, Ev
10.00am (James) Peter Hopkins R.I.P.
6.00pm  For the people of the parish

Sun 22nd TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST

8.30am  For people suffering adversity and
those in need
10.30am Buchan Family Intentions
Mon St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio), P
1.00pm Requiem Mass for Sheila Troth
7.00pm  Loughrey Family Intentions

Tues Our Lady of Walsingham
8.00am  Peter Hopkins R.I.P.
Wed 7.00pm  Bernard and Elizabeth Burns R.I.P.
Thurs 8.00am  Edward P McDonnell (ann)
Fri St Vincent de Paul, P
7.00pm  Parish 60" Anniversary Mass
Sat 10.00am Sheila Wilkinson (ann) & Valerie
Wood (ann)

6.00pm  Peter James O’Connor (ann mems)
Sun 29th TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

8.30am  For the people of the parish
10.30am Bernard & Elizabeth Burns R.1.P

MASS INTENTIONS: Please complete an envelope which
can be obtained from the side door of the church and
post in Presbytery post-box or contact the Parish Office.
Donations can also be made via the QR code overleaf.
PLEASE PRAY for the SICK: Dermot Brennan, Brother
Anthony, Elaine’s mum, Frances Carr, Siobhan Corbett,
Patrick Cahill, Kevin Davies, Emma Garth, Judith
Horswell, Maura Logan, David McGrath, Maureen
McParlin, Steve Martin, Christine Mills, Elizabeth
O’Keeffe, Patricia Pearson, Marie Smith, Margaret

SVP COLLECTIONS 21%/22"¢ SEPTEMBER: There will be
retiring collections at all three Masses this weekend for
the Parish St Vincent de Paul Society. This is an annual
collection and is the Society’s main source of income. It
is a cash collection so please come prepared. Cheques
are also acceptable and should be made payable to SVP
Holy Angels Conference. If you would prefer to donate
online the bank details are:

NATWEST Sort Code 60-60-04 Account No. 46078584.

THE RELIC OF BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS: 20th to 23rd
September, St Anthony’s, Wythenshawe. Please see
the poster at the back of church for the full schedule
and how to book. Please be aware that the evening
Youth Vigil on Saturday 21 September is for ages 18-35
only. Anyone wishing to attend this vigil must register in
advance by emailing youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org

Smithies and Joanne Taylor.

We welcome into God’s Family Albert Gerrard who
was recently baptised here. Please keep him and his
family in your prayers.

In SEPTEMBER we pray with Pope Francis for
THE CRY OF THE EARTH

Let us pray that each of us hears with the heart the cry of the
Earth and victims of natural disasters and climate change,

personally committing to care for the world we inhabit.
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Pope Francis reflects on his recent apostolic journey: Today | will talk about the Apostolic Journey | made in Asia and
Oceania: it is called an Apostolic Journey because it is not a tourist trip, it is a journey to bring the Word of the Lord, to
make the Lord known, and also to get to know the souls of the peoples. And this is very good. Paul VI, in 1970, was the
first Pope to fly towards the rising sun, with long visits to the Philippines and Australia, but pausing also in various Asian
countries and in the Samoan Islands. And that was a memorable journey, wasn’t it? Because the first to leave the Vatican
was Saint John XXIlI, who went to Assisi by train; then, Saint Paul VI did that: a memorable journey! In this one too | tried
to follow his example but, being a few years older than he was, | limited myself to four countries: Indonesia, Papua New
Guinea, Timor-Leste and Singapore. | thank the Lord who allowed me to do as an elderly Pope what | would have liked to
do as a young Jesuit, because | wanted to go there as a missionary! A first reflection that comes naturally after this
journey is that in thinking of the Church, we are still too Eurocentric, or as they say, “western”. But in reality, the Church is
much bigger, much bigger than Rome and Europe, much bigger! And also, if | may say so, much more alive, in those
countries. | experienced this in an exciting way by meeting those communities, listening to the testimonies of priests,
religious sisters, laypeople, and especially catechists — catechists are those who drive evangelization. Churches that do
not proselytize, but grow “by attraction”, as Benedict XVI wisely said.

COME AND CELEBRATE 60 YEARS OF OUR PARISH!

FRIDAY 27th SEPTEMBER

MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 7.00PM

FOLLOWED BY A SHARED TABLE IN THE PARISH HALL
Many thanks to all who have offered to help in any way. If you didn’t sign
up it is not too late to bring something if you are able.

Shared table: Please bring a savoury dish or a dessert (preferably finger food) to

the Parish Hall from 5pm

Drinks: There will be coffee, tea and soft drinks available. You are welcome to

bring your own preferred alcoholic beverage if you wish
Setting up: Those who have volunteered please come to the Parish Hall for 5pm
Serving Tea and Coffee: The evening will be divided into half hour slots so all can

enjoy some free time.
PHOTOS PLEASE!

SHARE YOUR PARISH MEMORIES FROM OVER THE DECADES
Please send photos with dates to HAJubilee60@hotmail.com.

Approx. 5 photos per family from different timelines.

ROMULUS SINGERS CONCERT: Saturday 5th October,
7.45pm. Romulus Singers invite you to their autumn
concert, “Goodnight Moon”, in Holy Angels. Tickets cost
£12 (Adult), £5 (Child/Student) and can be purchased in
advance using our online ticketing system or on the
door. Visit www.romulus-singers.co.uk/goodnightmoon
for full details and to buy tickets. Proceeds are shared
with the parish - all welcome!

SHREWSBURY LOURDES HOSPITALITY AGM: Saturday
28th September at 2pm, at St Columba’s Church
(Newman Room), Plas Newton Lane, Chester, CH2 1SA.
All members of the Hospitality are invited to attend.

Eucharistic Adoration - There will be Eucharistic
Adoration 1 hour before the 8.30 am Mass on Sunday
and weekday morning Masses

The Prayer of the Church - Morning Prayer and
Evening Prayer before weekday masses.

Rosary - prayed after every weekday Mass.

Confession - Father is available for Confessions on
Saturday mornings after the 10am celebration of Mass.

ST VINCENT'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN
MORNING: Thursday 17th October. St Vincent's
welcomes prospective parents to see the school and
nursery in action. There will be a presentation about St
Vincent’s giving information about the school and the
application process, followed by a tour. Please let your
family and friends know about the open morning. St
Vincent's is an inclusive community and value and
celebrate diversity. All are very welcome to come along
and apply for a place. If you would like to come along
please register via the admission page:
www.stvincents.trafford.sch.uk/page/admissions/6191

TEA AND COFFEE
are served in the Parish Hall every Sunday

Q% after the 10.30am Mass.
Why not come and join us?

Loose Plate Collection

Sunday 15th September £712.28
Home Missions £296.63

Thank You

DONATE

The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered Charity — No 234025
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As we celebrate this week the Sixtieth Anniversary year of our Church Building, Fr Tom asked Roger
Da Forno, who has been a member of Holy Angels' Parish since 1965, to record some of his
memories of the Church:

A Short Reflection on Holy Angels Church

Having been a parishioner of Holy Angels Church since the mid-sixties | have a few memories | can share with you.

They start in the mid-fifties. As a prep. school boy at St. Ambrose | clearly remember the old manor house (strictly
off limits on the pain of six of the best!) which was demolished to make way for “the new church”. The whole area which
now covers the church and car park was woodland.

In the late fifties a boys’ choir was established at St. Vincent’s, Altrincham, by a newly arrived master at St.
Ambrose, John Bridge. The choir became affiliated to the Pueri Cantores organisation. (This choir, by now with men
tenors and basses, eventually decamped to Holy Angels around 1970 and is the forerunner of today’s choir). The singing
of the mass in those days was in Latin and on two or three occasions in the early sixties a few of the choristers, myself
included, went to Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight for instruction by the Benedictine monks in the singing of Plain
Chant. We were taken there and back by one Arthur Fairbrother, a member of the choir, who was an architect and who
was impressed by the architecture of Quarr Abbey. When Arthur won the commission for the design of Holy Angels his
inspiration came from Quarr. Looking at Holy Angels today | can clearly see Quarr Abbey — the brickwork, the flying
buttresses, the pointed windows, the steps up to the altar, and the magnificent, vaulted roof. For the altar (and altar
rails now removed and partly repositioned) Arthur commissioned an Italian marble mason to come over from Italy to
Holy Angels especially to create our lovely marble altar.

However, just before the consecration of Holy Angels Arthur was faced with a major problem. A disgruntled
worker, whom | believe had been sacked, broke into the church and daubed black paint over the screen behind the altar.
(Traces of the paint are still visible today on the brickwork). What to do? Not enough time to replace the screens or clean
them up. Arthur reluctantly decided the only thing to do was to have them painted. The pointed tops are still as painted
and beneath what is now the plain wood panels (fitted in the ‘80’s | think) the damaged wooden panels were painted a
pale blue just in time for the consecration ceremony. Arthur commented that he preferred the painted version to his
original design.

Other points about the church. There is underfloor electric heating installed but which has never been connected.
In the early sixties nuclear power meant that electricity was going to be “oh so cheap” but that dream was never fulfilled!

The church tower now has an electronic bell very kindly donated by a parishioner (John Cox). However, the church
tower is designed and built to carry a full-size bell. One was never installed. It was Arthur’s intention that at the
consecration the bell should be sounded so, accordingly, at the rear right bottom altar step, if the carpet is lifted there
is what seems to be a mousehole. This was to have installed in it a bellpush that the altar server would push to sound
the bell. The wiring is all there but no bell or bellpush.

The wooden platform above the main entrance at the back of the church is for the mounting of organ pipes for
what was going to be a full-sized organ in Holy Angels. An organ was purchased by a couple of parishioners and put into
storage until finances allowed its installation. The diocese never sanctioned those finances and after some years the
organ was sadly sold.

It was another eight or nine years before Holy Angels finally received its first wind organ. Ringway Parish church
had been de-consecrated a few years before and the then vicar of All Saints offered Holy Angels its organ. This was
readily accepted by the then choirmaster (Peter Broadbent) and approved by Fr. MacDonald. A group of choristers,
myself included, then helped to dismantle the organ and transport it in carefully marked sections to Holy Angels where
it was laid out in pieces around the altar. The then organist, Paul Geoghan, re-assembled the organ, turned on the power
—and it worked! Was this transfer of an organ from a CofE church to an RC church approved by the Almighty? On the
summer’s evening that we were carrying the organ pieces into Holy Angels storm clouds gathered, there was thunder
and lightning and the Bull’s Head pub was struck by a thunderbolt and damaged.

This organ did sterling service for many years until replaced by the current electric organ and was donated to a
church in, I think Romania, the transport being funded by the late Peter Cairns, father of parishioner Tim.

The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered Charity — No 234025



